YOUR fsssiu/ VEU) TO MOVIES, TV, MUSIC, GAMING & TECH 


42e3S/ne"wosI4aqf 


00, 


A bh 


LEZ ONSs| WMIWLS 


veoe AUVNNVEL 


_ & We lift the lid on the latest tech in laptops, 
tablets and Chromebooks for all budgets 
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WELCOME 


There’s nothing quite like summer school holidays as a child. Long, 
hot days spent at the beach or smashing through a favourite video 
game. The cricket is on the TV, the fridge is filled with icy poles, and 
the summer family getaway creates memories that will last a lifetime. 

But as January draws on, the thought of returning to school comes 
into focus, and there’s no better feeling than being well prepared 
before the start date. It doesn’t matter whether your little ones are 
just beginning their school career or moving into the final few years, 
having the right tech to accompany the next 12 months of learning — 
and beyond - is essential. 

So, while everyone has been out enjoying the sunshine, the 
STACK team has been hard at work crafting a ‘school-ready’ guide to 
assist in discovering what's available in-store and help navigate the 
planning and buying process. Inside STACK this month, you'll find 
back-to-school necessities catering to every family and every budget, 
ensuring you're ready to embrace the year ahead. School's in for 
summer! Paul Jones, Editor-in-Chief 
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Technology has become an integral part of 
Australian lifestyles and continues to advance in 
leaps and bounds. From smartphones to smart 
homes, STACK keeps you up to date on the latest 
consumer tech in user-friendly terms, along with 
key points to consider before you buy. If you love 


tech, you’re in the right place. 


TOP TECH 


— For a company founded in 1937, 
=| Polaroid has been synonymous with 
— instant photography since it released 
SS its first camera in the late '40s. Much 
- like Kleenex did for tissues, Polaroid 
became an eponym for instant 
photos. Today, instant photos are 
popular once again, but back in 
2008, Polaroid was undergoing 
a considerable transformation 
and refocused its business 
plan with digital technology in mind. Following a decision to stop 
producing physical film, it released its first digital instant camera 
with a built-in printer. In fact, the Polaroid PoGo had it all. A 
5-megapixel camera, built-in flash, a 3” wide colour LCD 
screen, and a printer that produced small photos with 
an adhesive backing for sticking up everywhere. The 
point of difference with the PoGo was images could 
be reviewed, adjusted, cropped, and even a border 
could be added before printing. A USB port meant that 
photos could be uploaded to a computer or printed 
ona full-sized printer. A popular device on release, it 


Polaroid 


but could no longer buy the film. But, like vinyl, film has 
enjoyed a renaissance, and even Polaroid is back, making it 


again for its instant cameras. 


In 1826, Joseph Nicéphore 
Niépce took what is regarded as 
the world’s first photograph. Titled 
View from the Window at Le Gras, 

the photo took over eight hours 
to develop and, incredibly, 
bridged the gap for those who loved instant photos the original photo 


CHOICE 


LG 


As a leader in OLED screen technology, LG certainly never rests 
on its laurels. Their latest advance comes in the form of the EVO 
Flex, a 42-inch gaming monitor that's also a fully featured smart 
TV. But the specs get even better... The “Flex” in its name refers 
to its ability to curve its screen to anything from flat to 20 states 
of curvature in mere seconds. So, you can get right in the thick of 
the action up close when in game mode, then flatten it out and sit 
back for TV or movie time. There's no skimping on features, either, 
with a blistering 1ms response time, VAR, 120Hz, NVIDIA G-Sync, 
and AMD FreeSync Premium support, the ability to connect PC 
peripherals, 40 watts of sound with simulated Dolby Atmos, and 
even four inbuilt RGB lighting strips. Add the EVO Flex’s smart TV 
features — everything you'd expect from the equivalent dedicated 
LG OLED TVs — and this is one seriously impressive package for the 
dedicated gamer. 
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The start of a new year means the kids’ long summer holidays are nearing the 
end. It’s also the time that parents and guardians step up the back-to-school 
prep and kit out their little ‘uns for the busy year ahead. 


Words Bec Summer 


ight across Australia, preppies 
R:: getting set for a first venture 

into primary school life, and year 
12s prepare for the most important 12 
months of their education thus far. At 
each end of the scale come different 
requirements. While there is less focus 
on tech in those early years of school, 
for other grades, getting off on the 
right foot with the right devices in hand 
is essential. 

But not everyone is abreast of the 
latest technology in laptops, tablets, 
smartphones, and peripherals to feel 
comfortable enough to make the 
correct investments. That's where 
we come in. This month, we cover 
all the basic tech necessities in one 
comprehensive back-to-school guide. 
From 2-in-1 laptops to the best 
mouse and keyboard, right through to 
essential charging and portable battery 
solutions, we've got it. 

While our little ones might be 
lamenting the end of six weeks of 
doing nothing in the sun, with the right 
gear in hand, they can at least be ready 
to tackle 2024 head-on. 


Before you start! 


Check out these helpful buying tips before you dash out 


and start spending. 


© Every school will have 
its own student technology 
policy, so you must check 
to ensure that what you're 
potentially buying is 
compatible before you hand 
over the cash. 


O Set a budget and, 
importantly, make sure you 
stick to it. Look for devices 
that are future-proofed to get 
as long as you possibly can 
out of them. 


O It's always best to do 
your research, so you know 
exactly what is required and 
why. 


© Get your kids involved in 
the entire process so they 
understand what's involved, 
how to stay on budget, and 
how to get organised. 


In saying the above, buying 
what is needed and not what 
is on trend according to your 
kids is also important. Aim for 
just the essentials — not the 
gimmicks. 


© Invest in a suitable 
protective bag or case once 
you've bought the necessary 
devices. Even the most 
careful student will have 

the occasional accident, 


and when you're talking 
about expensive laptops or 
tablets, you'll want the best 
protection available. 


© Many schools will have 

a safety policy surrounding 
charging devices, so consider 
devices with a good battery 
life that will see them through 
the day. 


OYou can never have too 
many storage devices. 


DA reputable security 
solution that protects against 
viruses, malware, and identity 
theft is a must. 


Help in your hand. And at home. 


The Pixel Tablet is engineered by Google to be more helpful at home. 
Place it on the charging speaker dock for high quality music and video streaming.' 
Control your smart home, and say “Hey Google” for hands-free help.” 


JB HEFI 


‘Subscriptions may be required for certain content. ?Smart home features require compatible devices (sold separately). 
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LAPTOPS® 


It’s the most wonderful time of year — the kids are going back to school! 
Laptops are an essential tool to succeed in the new school year, and whether 
it’s essays, creative arts, or a bit of fun when the homework is all done, there's 
no shortage of tech options for all grades and needs. 


“= 


Words Michael Irving 


What the spec does that mean? 


Specs lists can quickly make your eyes glaze over. If you 
don't know your HDMIs from your USBs, here's a brief 
explainer on some common terms to help you make a 
more informed decision. 


A 2-in-1 is exactly what It sounds like - two devices, a tablet and 
a laptop, rolled into one! That means they get the power of a 
laptop and the convenience of a keyboard, but can also be folded 
back into a tablet form, complete with touchscreen. A 2-in-1 
could be the ideal back-to-school partner for a student doing 
creative work as well as the regular maths and English. 


Dell Inspiron 14 7430 : HP Pavilion X360 


This zippy 2-in-1 is a multitasking Send students back to school in style 
master, thanks to a powerful with the HP Pavilion X360 2-in-1. 
processor and RAM. The 1TB SSD Also includes a microSD card reader = 
provides plenty of room for a full to greatly expand the storage space, 
school year's worth of work with and a fast-charge option to recover 
enough left over for some after- 50% of the battery in just 30 minutes. 


school fun and games. @ 14” FHD TOUCH DISPLAY 
@ 14” FHD+ TOUCH DISPLAY @ 12TH GEN INTEL CORE 17, UP T0 4.7GHZ 


Resolution: How detailed a display is. This is described in 
numbers of pixels (e.g. 1920 x 1080), or shorthand names like FHD. 
You won't find anything under HD (1280 x 720) nowadays, which is 
fine for many people, while higherend devices can stretch up to 4K 
(3840 x 2160). 


ficantly based on usage, 


ors. 


Processor: Most laptops run Intel processors, which are the 
brains of the device. Their names tell you which generation they 
belong to (currently 12th or 13th) and their class (i3, 15 or 17), with 
higher classes able to handle more tasks concurrently. Clock speeds 
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are measured in GHz, while RAM, which also helps speed up @ 13TH GEN INTEL CORE 17, UP TO SGHZ @ 166B RAM 22 
rocessing, is measured in GB — in both cases, higher equals faster ei bilan Ss 
= eee @ 11B SSD @ HDMI/2X USB-A/USB-C/MICROSD oe 
e@ HDMI/USB-A/2X THUNDERBOLT 4.0 e@ BLUETOOTH V5.2 25 


Storage: How much the device can store, measured in GB or 
TB (1TB equals 1,000GB). Most now use SSD, which are faster and 


@ BLUETOOTH V5.2 e@WFFG 
t 


more stable than HDD. 


Video and audio output, 
for connecting laptops 
to monitors or TVs. 


i: USB-A : 
: The classic boxy USB : 
: port, for connecting : 
: accessories like mice : 
? or charging other 

: devices. 


USB-C/ 
Thunderbolt 


Newer versions with 
smaller oval ports, for 
faster data transfer 
to external drives or 
monitors. 


e@WlFI6 


Bluetooth 
Wireless connection 


for devices like mice. 


Higher versions (like 
v5.2) are faster. 


0.9. 


: Wi-Fi 
: How your laptop connects to networks 


and the internet. Each generation is 
progressively faster, with Wi-Fi 6E 


being the latest version. 


Disclaimer: 
network and 


Unleash 
your power 


Lenovo Yoga Pro 7 


AMDil | 
RYZEN +- Windows 11 


7OOO Series Easier to multitask 


HP 50R74PA Laptop 


A great choice for a starting system on a budget. This 
reliable workhorse is thin and light, allowing students 
to hit the virtual books at home, at school, at the 
library, even on the bus. 


@ 14” HD DISPLAY 

@ INTEL CELERON N4500, UP T0 2.86HZ 

@ 4GB RAM 

@ 1286B SSD 

@ HDMI/2X USB-A/USB-C/MULTIFORMAT CARD READER 
@ BLUETOOTH V5.0 

e@WI-FI5 


MSI Stealth 14 Studio 


Okay, technically this one’s a gaming laptop, but it 
could be a case of work hard/play hard. Running on 
a powerful Nvidia GeForce RTX 4060 graphics card, 
this beast will handle the latest games — after the 
homework is finished, of course. That processing 
power could also be put to good use on advanced 
school tasks like photo or video editing. 


@ 14” QHD+ DISPLAY 

@ 13TH GEN INTEL 17, UP T0 5.0GHZ 

e 166B RAM 

e@ ITBSSD 

@ HDMI/USB-A/USB-C/THUNDERBOLT 4.0 
@ BLUETOOTH V5.3 

@ WI-FIGE 


Disclaimer: Battery life based on manufacturer testing and can vary significantly based on usage, 


LAPTOPS 


continued 


OUR PICK OF LAPTOPS 


Lenovo IdeaPad Slim 3 


This laptop sports a large widescreen Full HD 
display, a speedy processor, lightning fast Wi-Fi 
6E compatibility, and a generous 512GB SSD. It's 
a more-than-capable study buddy that won't break 
the bank. 


@ 15.6” FHD DISPLAY 

@ 12TH GEN INTEL CORE 15, UP T0 4.4GHZ 

@ 86B RAM 

@ 5126B SSD 

@ HDMI/2X USB-A/USB-C/4-IN-1 CARD READER 
@ BLUETOOTH V5.1 

@ WI-FI GE 


Lenovo Yoga Slim 6 EVO 


This versatile laptop is thin and light, but protected by 
military-grade toughness. The vibrant OLED display 
packs a higher-than-Full HD resolution, and the two 
Thunderbolt 4.0 ports provide fast data transfer 
speeds to connected devices. The built-in Full HD 
camera shows your best side during calls, while the 
physical privacy shutter ensures peace of mind. 


@ 14” FHD+ DISPLAY 

@ 13TH GEN INTEL CORE 15, UP T0 4.7GHZ 
e 166B RAM 

@ 51268 SSD 

@ HDMI/USB-A/2X THUNDERBOLT 4.0 

e@ BLUETOOTH V5.1 

@ WI-FIGE 


10 network and feature configuration, signal strength, settings and other factors. 


BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) policies, so 
it's important to check first. Some might 
specify preferred brands and/or models, 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


Before 
You BYOD 


Different schools will have different 


while others might provide lists of 
minimum hardware requirements. 


Asus E510 Laptop 


For students wanting a splash of style, the 
Asus E510 comes in a range of vibrant colours. 
The eight-hour battery life will help you power 
through long study days, and the unique 
180-degree hinge even lets it open right out to 
lay flat on the table. 


@ 15.6” FHD DISPLAY 

@ INTEL PENTIUM SILVER N6O00, UP T0 3.3GHZ 
@ 86B RAM 

@ 25668 SSD 

@ HDMI/USB-A/USB-C 

@ BLUETOOTH V4.1 
e@Wl-FI5 


HP Pavilion Plus EVO 


This high-end work-focused laptop is so powerful 
it's almost like having a tutor. The stunning display 
packs a resolution of 2880 x 1800 with a silky 
smooth refresh rate, and low blue light emission to 
protect young eyes. The wide range of ports keeps 
connectivity options open, while the 13-hour battery 
life will power long study days. 


@ 14” 2.8K DISPLAY 

@ 13TH GEN INTEL CORE 17, UP T0 5.0GHZ 
e 166B RAM 
@ 51268 SSD 
@ HDMI/2X USB-A/USB-C/THUNDERBOLT 
@ BLUETOOTH V5.3 
@ WI-FIGE 


Intel® Evo™ Platform intel, 
Powered by Intel® Core™ 


i7 Processor eVO 


i7 


mit E14 Flio Evo A13M 


Determined to Succeed 
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PEPnnaa (@) Productivity up to 13 hrs . ? 
with Fast Charging Noise Cancellation 


AVAILABLE NOW ONLINE AT JBHIFIL.COM.AU 
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TECH FEATURE 


Words Michael Irving 


IdeaPad Slim 3 CX1 Chromebook 


Chromebook 


This affordable and capable Chromebook can handle school tasks 

with aplomb, without bombing the budget. The sturdy shell has been 
tested to withstand the bumps, shocks and drops that can come from 
busy days at school, and a battery life of up to 11 hours will keep them 
going for long study sessions anywhere. 


This slim and stylish Chromebook is a perfect starting point for 
students. It's simple to set up and use, and has a small profile to 
maximise focus. The MicroSD card reader allows the storage space to 
be expanded, and the case is finished in a calming blue colour. 


14” HD DISPLAY 15.6” FHD DISPLAY 
MTK KOMPANIO 520 PROCESSOR 2.02GHZ INTEL CELERON N5 100 PROCESSOR 2.8GHZ 
46GB RAM 86B RAM 
1286B STORAGE 64GB STORAGE 
USB-A/USB-C/MICROSD 2X USB-A/2X USB-C 
BLUETOOTH V5.1 BLUETOOTH V5.0 as) 
W-FI6 WE-FI6 B. oate cy 
e e e 
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Laptops might seem like the default option for school, but tablets can 
be an appealing alternative, especially for younger students. 


Words Michael Irving 


The tablet advantage 


If you've ever seen a kid pick up a device 
and immediately start tapping away, figuring 
out how it works, then you'll understand 
that tablets are pretty intuitive to use, and 
engaging for youngsters. Tapping into that 
can give them a head start at school. 
Tablets are smaller and lighter than 


screen. 


laptops, making them perfect e-readers for 
textbooks. Students can even curl up on 
the couch to read, turning pages by swiping 
the screen. Tactile learners might find them 
more appealing, since they can use their 
fingers or a stylus to write or draw on the 


Laptops sometimes feel tethered to a 
Wi-Fi connection, but many tablets offer 
5G models that can stay online anywhere 
a phone can. And even if a traditional 
laptop setup is needed on occasion, tablets 
can morph into those as well! Just add a 


keyboard and mouse via USB or Bluetooth. 


Samsung 
Galaxy Tab A9+ 


This entry-level tablet is an affordable 
first foray for students, with Samsung's 
Multi-Window system allowing up to 
three apps running onscreen at once. The 
built-in storage space can be expanded 

up to a whopping 1TB using a MicroSD 
card, and the option for a model with 5G 
connectivity allows students to stay online 
out of the classroom. 


@ 11” WUXGA DISPLAY @ SNAPDRAGON SM6375 
PROCESSOR @ 646B/1286B STORAGE 

@ 8MP/SMP CAMERAS @ USB-C @ MICROSD 

@ WI-FI5/56 


Disclaimer: Battery life based on manufacturer testing and can vary significantly based on usage, 


TOP TABLET PICKS 


: Samsung 
Galaxy Tab S9 FE 


: The Samsung Galaxy Tab S9 FE is a more 
: advanced tablet, with a higher resolution 
: screen anda silky smooth refresh rate 

: of 90Hz. The included S Pen can make 

: sketching or writing on the screen a 

: breeze, and it tucks away magnetically 

: onthe back when you're done. A battery 
: life of up to 13 hours will keep the tablet 
: running during long study sessions. 


: @ 10.9” 2K DISPLAY @ EXYNOS1380 QUARTZ 
: PROCESSOR @ 1286B/256GB STORAGE 

: @ 12MP/8MP CAMERAS @ USB-C @ MICROSD 
; @ WI-FI6/56 @ STYLUS INCLUDED 


network and feature configuration, signal strength, settings and other factors. 


| Samsung 


Galaxy Tab S9 


: The Samsung Galaxy Tab S9 is the 


ultimate productivity powerhouse. The 
2K Super AMOLED display looks sharp, 


: while the more advanced processor and 


extra RAM keeps it all running smoothly. 


Wi-Fi 6E compatibility ensures lightning 
: fast connectivity, while the crystal clear 


cameras are perfect for remote schooling. 


The whole thing is wrapped in waterproof 
; Armour Aluminium casing, to protect it 
: from the perils of the school. 


@ 11” 2K DISPLAY @ SNAPDRAGON SM8550 


PROCESSOR @ 1286B/2566B STORAGE 


: @ 13MP/12MP CAMERAS @ USB-C 
: @ MICROSD e WI-FI GE/5G e STYLUS INCLUDED 


Lenovo 
Tab P12 


: The Lenovo Tab P12 features a large 3K 
: screen, making it perfect for creative 


subjects. Students can see their art-in- 
progress in stunning detail, and working on 


: them is easier than ever with the included 


Lenovo Tab Pen Plus5. The ten-hour battery 
life will keep going for the whole school 
day, and then some. 


@ 12.7” 3K DISPLAY @ MTK 7050 PROCESSOR 
: @ 2566B STORAGE @ 13MP/8MP CAMERAS 
: @USB-C © MICROSD @ WI-FI 6 @ STYLUS INCLUDED 


SAMSUNG 


Gear up for Back to School 


Set them up for a semester of success 
with Samsung Galaxy tablets. 


— 


Galaxy Tab S9 FE | Tab S9 FE+ JBHEFL 
Galaxy Tab A9+ 
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Tech isn’t just important at school - having a good homework station can help 
students succeed. Whether they're using a PC, Mac, laptop, Chromebook, or 


tablet, a decent monitor is the core of the setup. And if more screen real estate is 
important on the go, a portable monitor might be the answer. 


What's in a monitor? 


Words Michael Irving 


Monitor specs can sound like random jumbles of letters and 
numbers, so how can you know what's important? Here are 
some key terms you need to know: 


Resolution: Perhaps the most 
noticeable difference between 
monitors, this is a measure of how 
many pixels are in a display, and 

as such how clear the image is. 
Common resolutions include 1920 x 
1080 (Full HD) and 3840 x 2160 (4K). 


Refresh rate: How often the monitor 
refreshes the displayed image, 
measured in Hertz (Hz). So 120Hz, for 
example, will refresh the image 120 
times per second. 


Response time: How quickly pixels 
in a monitor switch from one colour 
to another, usually measured in 
milliseconds (ms). 


Contrast ratio: The difference 
between the darkest black and 
brightest white that a monitor can 
display (eg. 1000:1). 


Input: How devices can plug into 
the monitor. Common ports include 


HDMI, DisplayPort, USB-A and USB-C. 


OUR ICKS 


Samsung S39C 
This simple monitor 
means business. 

It curves into your 
peripheral vision to 
boost focus, helped 
along by its slim 


: LG 34WP65C-B 
: This one may be a 

? gaming monitor, but 

: there's no reason a 

? homework station can’t : 
:? do both. The curved 
: ultrawide display 


: Lenovo L32P-30 
: This eye-popping 4K 

: display will really help 

: creative students 
showcase their work. 

: Plus, a built-in webcam 
? can stream in Full HD 


borders. : boasts a resolution : for remote schooling or 
27" CURVEDFULLHD @75HZ ©: approaching 4K, plus i presentations. 
© AMS @ 3000:1 © 2X HDMI : asilky smooth refresh: @31.5"4Ke 60HZ@ 4MS 
© DISPLAYPORT : rate of 160Hz. : © 1000:1 © HDMI © DISPLAYPORT 
: @ 34” CURVED WOHDe 160Hz ©; @USB-A@USB-C 
: @ 1MS @3000:1 © 2X HDMI 


SAMSUNG. 


: @ DISPLAYPORT 


Portable productivity 


Not all monitors need to be anchored to a desk. 
Sometimes it's handy to have the benefits of 

a second screen while working on a laptop, 
Chromebook, or tablet at school or in a library. 
Just plug in the device and you've got more 
room to have multiple apps open at once. They 
can be powered directly, or take some Juice 
shared by the device that they're plugged into. 
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Lenovo ThinkVision M15 
This lightweight, free-standing Full HD 
portable monitor plugs into a device 
via USB-C. It can be set to a tilt of 
anywhere between 0 and 90 degrees, 
as well as a retractable lift to lean it 
back up to 10mm. 

@ 15.6” FULL HD @ GOHZ © 6MS © 1000:1 @ 2X USB-C 


Asus ZenScreen MB16ACE 

Weighing just 710 grams, this portable monitor can plug 
in via USB-C or USB-A, providing a comfortable viewing 
experience thanks to Its flickerfree tech. The included 
smart case can fold into a stand to prop the monitor up in 
either portrait or landscape mode. 

© 15.6” FULL HD @ G0HZ @ 5MS © 800:1 @ USB-C @ USB-A 


Now available at 
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Incomparable Colour. Unlimited Creativity. 


100% International color standard 100% nd USB-C supports data transfers, 
( Rec. 709 SRGB &100% Rec. 709 color space => DisplayPort and power delivery 
sRGB for digital images and video production USB Type-C 
Monitor 
Factory pre-calibrated with ASUS = Ergonomically-designed stand 
Colour ho wint 
Accuracy advanced grey-scale tracking > with tilt, swivel, pivot, and height 
AFe2 technology to achieve AE < 2 Gre adjustments 


4-way Ergonomic 


colour accuracy Stand 


-. 
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Perfect Pixel 
3 Year Warranty 


ASUS ProArt Now ofl > 
with Adobe Creative Cloud _ a ~ i hed“) 
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(Up to a $238.47 
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Being able to keep in touch with our kids is vital in this modern world. A 
smartwatch designed for children is a great way to stay connected, especially 


when they’re not quite ready to have their own phone. 


Words Bec Summer 


he most obvious 
benefit of a kids’ 
smartwatch is safety. 


Who doesn't want to know 
where their child is when 
they're out and about for 
the day? GPS tracking is. 
a standard feature in all 
good kids’ smartwatches, 
so you can keep an eye on 
where your little ones are 
in real time, which can take 
a whole bunch of worry out 
of your hectic day. 

Other brilliant peace- 
of-mind features offered 
by kids’ smartwatches 
include two-way talk 
and text messaging to 
parent-approved friends 
and family, video calling, 
SOS Alert buttons that will 
automatically contact a 
designated number when 
pressed, and the deal 
sealer for many parents, 
an absence of social media 
apps and open internet 


If you're comfortable that 
your child understands the 
responsible use of one, 
consider a basic budget 
model that won't cost a 
fortune to replace should it 


be lost or broken. 


access. All the top kids’ 
smartwatches support 4G 
networks, just requiring 

a compatible SIM. Many 
already come complete 
with a SIM preinstalled. 

Some models even 
feature geo-fencing, which 
allows you to create virtual 
safe zones. Should your 
little one stray from this 
predetermined area, push 
notification alerts will let 
you know about It, so you 
can act accordingly. These 
functionalities can be set 
up and monitored using 
a handy parental control 
companion app. 

As well as helping 
children keep safe, kids’ 
smartwatches also 
have the added benefit 
of promoting physical 
fitness and healthy habits 
through such activities 
as competitive step 
challenges. Meanwhile, 


jee 


integrated trackers can 
monitor fitness, and even 
sleeping patterns. Some 
will even keep tabs on your 
child’s temperature and 
heart rate! 

Another important thing 
to consider when shopping 
for a kids’ smartwatch is 
durability. These devices 
are going to be put through 
the wringer, so you'll want 
to choose one that will 
withstand plenty of rough 
stuff and, of course, be 
water resistant. Plus, check 
on the average battery life, 
as you'll want one that will 
get your child right through 
their day. 

Ultimately, consider your 
child's age when choosing 
a smartwatch for them, so 
that you get the features 
and functionality that will 
best meet their — and your 
- needs. 


Moto G84 


The Moto G84 has a 6.5” pOLED screen with 
a 120HZ refresh rate and Dolby Atmos 
speakers. Camera-wise, on the rear, 
there's a 50MP main camera, an 8MP 
ultra-wide angle Macro Vision and a 
J6MP front camera. This Marshmallow 
Blue version is a JB exclusive. 


Kids 4G 
Video Smartwatch 


Keep in touch with two-way 
video and voice calls, manage 
pre-approved contacts and 
virtual safe zones with GPS. 
tracking, and deactivate certain 
functions during classroom 
hours. The free Pixbee app 
allows remote access to the 
watch’s camera and a location 
finder should it go missing. 
Connect with 4G and Wi-Fi — all 
you need is a Nano SIM card. 


Hi mum! Can 
u pick me up? 


Galaxy A54 5G 


Another excellent mid-range buy, the 
Samsung A54 has a 120Hz 6.4” AMOLED 
screen and up to a two-day battery 

life. Cameras include a wide 50IMP and 
ultra-wide 12MP main camera and a SMP 
macro lens to capture small details. 


Loop 


One of the most popular kid's 
smartwatch brands, the latest in 
the Spacetalk range comes with 
many safety features. Real-time 
location GPS tracking and 4G 
phone calls ensure that the 
wearer is always reachable and 
a parent has complete control 
over all of the contacts on the 
smartwatch. Safe zones can 

be established, and an alert is 
sent whenever the user leaves 
or enters that zone. The Loop 

is also rated IP67 for dust and 
water resistance. 


Mum calling 
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SPACETALK 
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=D Pixbee. 


Stay Safe, Active and Healthy with Pixbee™ 


Pixbee Fit 
Kids Smart Activity Watch 


Available Colours 
Cw) u 
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Heartrate 16 Sports Modes __ Sleep Insights 
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Anti-Bacterial 


Hygeine 
Strap 


Reminder Steps Counter 


Pixbee Kids 4G Video Smart Watch 
with GPS Tracking 


Available Colours 
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WS GPS Tracking Parental Control Plgssoom 
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4G Wi-Fi No Social 
Video Calls Media Access 


Lost Mode 
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The internet can be a wonderful educational and communication 
tool for children, but, like anything in life, it can have a dark 
side too. Susan McLean is Australia’s foremost expert in cyber 
safety, who spent 27 years in Victoria Police. In 2007, Susan 
used her extensive experience to establish Cyber Safety 
Solutions and specialises in everything related to cyber safety 
for the young. She spoke with STACK about steps parents can 
take to help keep their children safe online. 


Words Paul Jones 


The concept of safe use of tech should start 
the moment a child has access to a device. You 
don't wait for a period of time after giving a child 
a bike to teach them how to ride safely, so the 
use of tech is no different. 


When a child uses a device, you can take 

that opportunity to talk about its use. Prior to 
handing over a device to a child, sit with them 
and explain your expectations and what safe 
use looks like. Also have a clear set of rules for 
tech use in your house. 


Become the world's best expert on your own 
child and investigate any change in behaviour to 
see what might be happening. Things you might 
notice include changes in their demeanour, 


Be an active 
and involved 
parent in 
their online 
world... 


Susan McLean 
Cyber safety expert 


being secretive in their online use, and not 
wanting to go to school. 


Best practice is considered no screens for 
under twos. This does not mean they cannot 
Facetime grandparents, rather sit in front of a 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


screen for a period of time. 

The key with time Is that 

we have moved away from 
simple numbers to looking 
at what they are doing in the 
time they are online. Longer 
periods of time (into hours) 
will usually be too much, 
unless we're talking about 
an older teen completing 
homework. 


Devices with internet and 
cameras must NEVER be in 
a bedroom or a bathroom. 
All devices put away and 
off overnight where a child 
cannot access them. Know what your child is 
doing online and where they are going. 


The best protective factor is an involved parent. 
Be there with them when they are online. 

Use the parental controls and restrictions that 
devices come with and have a ‘Family Online’ 
safety contract which clearly explains the 
expectations of tech use. 


Parenting in the digital space is a not negotiable 
and like anything if you are not educated you 
will not do it well. Educate yourself to make 
sure that you know how to best protect your 
child. That is YOUR job. 


Parents should remain calm and try and work 
out what has happened. Praise your child 

for speaking up and take screenshots of 
everything. Report the abuse to the platform 
then block the user. If it is a cyberbullying issue, 
take the information to the school. If the matter 
iS grooming or sextortion then you must inform 
the police. Your child will not get into trouble if 
they have made a mistake online. 


Talk early and talk often, but it is never too 

late to start. Be an active and involved parent 
in their online world and remember NO is a 
very important word. Do not allow your child 
to lie about their age to set up an account they 
should not have. © 


Susan McLean can be contacted at 
cybersafetysolutions.com.au 
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First Day Back. 


Locate. Connect. Protect. 


Phone Location Safe {x ) No Social Media School 
Calling Tracking Zones nds) or Web Browser Mode 


Tooe 


Available in store and 
online at johifi.com.au 


Australia's 
Best Selling : 
Kids Smartwatch” | ~2 ——~ 


Spacetalk has 20 years’ experience in 
connecting families and fostering 
safety. Designed and developed in 
Australia for Australian mobile networks. 


*Based on 2023 market share data prepared for Spacetalk by GFK Market Intelligence. 
Loop is locked to Spacetalk Mobile. Plan fees and T&Cs apply. 


Colour their 
Whrld sencstens 


See the full range at jbhifi.com.au 
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One of the most important purchases for school kids is a good, 
safe pair of headphones. This is what you need to know. 


Words Bec Summer 


school-aged children. With so many models and brands on offer at JB, choosing the right pair 
can be a little intimidating. And that's where we come in. We've compiled a quick guide on 
what you need to make the right buying decision. 


A with a tablet, headphones will likely be the first item on the shopping list for primary 


Robust build 

Like anything that falls into 
children's hands, headphones 
are going to get a workout when 
thrown in a bag or across a desk. 
Durability needs to be right up 
there on the list — you don’t 
want to renew the headphones 
halfway through the year. 


Volume control 
Exposure to loud sounds can 
significantly damage developing 
ears, so limiting volume in 
headphones is essential. The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
recommends a volume limit of 

85 dB or below for long listening 
periods, so aim for a set of 
headphones with that limit in mind. 


Design 

When headphones become a 
requirement for school, it can be 
tempting to pull an old pair out of the 
drawer and stick them in the school bag. 
But headphones designed for adults 

and children are like chalk and cheese. 
Kid's headphones are, yep, you guessed 
it, designed with children in mind. This 
means a smaller headband and ear cups 
for a better overall fit. 


Headphones suggestion 


Belkin SoundForm Mini 


Designed explicitly with kids in mind, and at a price point that 
won't break the bank, the SoundForm Minis come in four 
different colours to suit all tastes. These on-ear headphones are 
light in weight, comfortable, and can be adjusted at the headband. 
Connected wirelessly via Bluetooth 5.0, there's a 3.5mm jack on 

the right ear cup and a 1.2mm cable attached for an optional wired 
connection. The manufacturer states there's a whopping 30 hours of 
battery life —- handy if you forget to charge them at night. A built-in mic is 
also included for talkback with teachers or fellow pupils. 

Touch controls are limited to volume, Bluetooth pairing, play, and pause 
for simplicity, and the volume level is capped at 85 dB. As for the durability 
stakes, Belkin states that the SoundForm Minis have been tested to withstand 
accidents and spills for up to two years. And most importantly for the kids, these 
headphones come with a sheet of stickers to decorate them with! 


: younger children. 


: Simple to use 
: Try to keep the controls 
: on the headphones as 
: simple as possible for 
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Four tips for 
head 
maintenance 


It's not hard to keep 
headphones clean, and it’s 
recommended that you 
do so on a regular basis. 
A warm, damp microfibre 
cloth will generally be all 
that's needed. 


()To avoid the 
headphones becoming 
lost in the school lost 
property vortex, ensure 
that they are clearly 
marked with the student's 
name and class. 


(J Limit the use of 
headphones where 
possible and take regular 
breaks. 


() If the headphones don't 
come with a protective 
case, find a tough bag to 
store them in to prevent 
damage. 


i Comfort 

: considerations 
: [t's unlikely that children 
: will be required to wear 
: their headphones for 

: prolonged periods, but 
: comfort is definitely a 

: critical factor to consider. 


bel kin Premium headphones, 


designed for kids 


i «~ @O 


All day 85dB max volume Quick pairing and Listen in style 
battery life for small ears* reliable Bluetooth with fun colours 


*850B volume limit applies to AUDOO2, AUDO04 and PACOO3 JBHEFI 
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Shopping for a printer can 
be a confusing exercise. 
Which one best suits 
your needs? How do you 
keep printing costs to a 
minimum? Is a scanner 
necessary? Well, JB is 
your one-stop shop for 
printers, with options 
catering to all needs 

and budgets, along with 
printing essentials like 
ink, toner, and photo 
paper. But before you start 
shopping for a printer and 
accessories, check out our 
handy guide to printing 
right here. 
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Which printer? 
Whether it’s a school project, 
essay, assignment, or an 
important document that 
needs to be signed, a printed 
hard copy is not only an 
invaluable backup, but also 
lets you physically confirm the 
content and presentation are 
up to scratch. 

There are several options 
when selecting a suitable 
printer — inkjet, laser, and 
multi-function — and the 
type you choose should be 
determined by what you want 
to use It for and how often. 


Think ink 


Inkjet printers use ink-filled 
cartridges or refillable tanks 
and are a popular choice for 
occasional and everyday use. 
They suit various needs, from 
printing basic text documents 
like essays and assignments 
to full-colour graphics, labels, 
and photos. 


Pump up the 
print! 

Laser printers are faster than 
their inkjet counterparts and 
best for high-volume printing, 
particularly text documents. 
They use a powderbased 
toner that provides more print 
mileage than ink cartridges. 


Versatility 

A real Swiss army knife, 
multi-function printers will 
scan documents and serve as 
a copier. Many can also print 
directly from a memory card 
or USB stick and feature fax 
capability. 


Paper savers 

Duplex printing prints double- 
sided documents; check if the 
printer supports this function 
and opt for automatic paper 
re-feeding for convenience 
and speed. 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 
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Printing pics 
Pocket-sized photo printers 
connect to a smartphone via 
Bluetooth, enabling you to 
print a high-quality physical 
photo on instant film. Jazz up 
school projects, share snaps 
with classmates, friends, and 
family, or stick them on the 
fridge. 


Check the specs 
Always make sure the printer 
you choose is compatible 
with the devices you wish to 
print from (computer, laptop, 
smartphone), and check the 
product specifications for PPM 
(pages per minute) to gauge 
printing speed. Also, look for 
the DPI (dots per square inch) 
number — the higher it is, the 
better the print quality will be. 


jbhificom.au JBHEFE 


Printer 
problems 


Out of all the devices you 

own, the most problematic 
will invariably be the printer. 
Seemingly with a mind of 

its own, the number one 

tech gremlin can have many 
confusing issues that will leave 
you scratching your head. 

But modern printers have 
taken steps to alleviate many 
problems. For example, HP 
printers have what's known 

as Wi-Fi self-healing, so if 
there's a networking issue, the 
problem is identified and fixed 
without you lifting a finger. 

Here are five other problem- 
solving suggestions before you 
call in the experts. 


1 The first step is the obvious one. 
Turn the printer off and back on 

again, and restart your computer. It 
often works! Also, check for error 
alerts. 


2 the print quality is poor, check 

e print settings and the print 
head for any dried ink that may be 
clogging it. 


If using a wired printer, check that 
the cables haven't come loose and 
are firmly connected. 


a 


If using a wireless printer, check 
the Wi-Fi connection — a weak 
signal could be the problem. 


Check the print queue for any 
hold-ups and clear it if it’s full. 
Don't keep hitting the print button 
if nothing happens; this will only 

overload the queue. 


Wired or wireless? 
A wireless printer connects 
to a home network via 

the Wi-Fi router, making 

it accessible to any 
computer/device on that 
network. A wired printer 
connects directly to a single 
computer or laptop with a 
USB cable. 


Prime your printer’s performance 


Printer 
placement 
Never position a 
printer in direct 
sunlight or on 

the floor. Leave 
approximately 15cm 
of space on each 
side to allow for 
adequate airflow. 


On the ink 
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Ink cartridges 

A staple of standard printers, 
cartridges contain liquid ink 
in black, cyan, magenta, and 
yellow (CMYK) that’s sprayed 
as a mist directly onto the 
page. They are simple to 
install and replace, and the 
ink also dries quickly, reducing 
smudges. 

Toner cartridges 

Used in laser printers, toner 
cartridges contain powder 
that is quickly transferred to 
the paper using heat. They 
have a long life, making laser 
printing the way to go for 
high-volume jobs. 

Ink tanks 

Ink tanks deliver ink in bulk 
for continuous supply and are 
more economical than single- 
use cartridges as they can be 
topped up, thus reducing cost 
and waste. Unlike cartridges, 
ink tanks don’t contain a built- 
in print head, so they aren't 
prone to clogging. 


Paper pointers 
Use good quality 
paper that’s unlikely to 
leave a dust residue 
inside the printer. 
Always make sure, 

it's squared in the tray 
and not misaligned to 
prevent a frustrating 
paper jam. 
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Ink and toner is a printer’s fuel, and JB has you covered for 
inkjet, laser, and photo models. 
Always check that you have the right type for your printer, 
and consider value packs and tops-ups for additional 
savings, and backup cartridges. 


HP Instant Ink 
An important thing to factor into 
printer use is the ongoing cost 
of replacement ink cartridges, 
which, of course, will vary 
depending on the volume 

of printing. Then there's the 
possibility of them running out 
at an inconvenient moment. 

If printer use is consistent 
in your household and you're 
printing a decent amount of 
pages monthly, it could be 
worth looking into an ink and 
toner subscription service. 

HP a trusted name in the 
printing world, has a cost-saving 
initiative called Instant Ink for 
those who print frequently. 

The monthly subscription fee 
includes delivery of ink or toner 
cartridges and postage-paid 
return of empties for recycling. 
It's based not on the amount 
of ink or toner used, but on the 
monthly pages printed. 

When the ink supply is 
running low, subscribers are 
automatically sent more. 

How? Well, these are ‘smart’ 
cartridges. All you need to do 
is ensure your HP printer is 
continually connected to Wi-Fi, 
and HP will know when the ink 
supply is running low based on 
your page count. 

Most Wi-Fi-enabled HP 
printers will be compatible with 
the subscription service, but 


Keep it clean 
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you can confirm your printer's 
eligibility on the HP site prior to 
signing up. 

HP Instant Ink offers five 
subscription plans — light, 
occasional, moderate, frequent, 
and business — beginning at ten 
pages a month, right up to 700 
pages for high volume printing. 
Toner plans start at 50 pages up 
to 1500. 

Plans are flexible, too, 
should you wind up printing 
more pages than your monthly 
allocation. And if you're 
suddenly printing less, unused 
pages are rolled into the 
following month. 

HP Instant Ink takes the 
hassle out of shopping for 
cartridges, and you won't run 
dry in the middle of a printing 
job again. And importantly, 
there are no contracts with HP 
Instant Ink — you can change 
or cancel your existing plan at 
any time. 


Smudged print and smeared colours can ruin a print job and be 


a sign that your printer needs cleaning. Many printers have a 
self-cleaning function that will do the job for you. But if there's still 
a problem, switch it off and unplug it, arm yourself with some 
cotton buds, and get to work. Dried ink can sometimes clog 
the print heads of inkjet cartridges and can be removed 
with a cotton swab. Using the printer regularly can 
prevent blockages. Laser printers can be finicky due 
to the powdery nature of the toner. Slip on some 
rubber gloves and a mask before cleaning. 
Never touch the drum, and always avoid 


skin contact with toner. 
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Ink savers 


Always preview a 
document before 
printing. 


Check print settings 

for ink-saving 
measures, like using 
draft mode if you don’t 
need a high-quality 
document. 


Bold text and big 

fonts require more 
ink. Be conservative 
with text size where 
possible. 


Select monochrome 

if a document 
doesn't require colour 
printing. 


A low ink alert 

doesn't necessarily 
mean the printer is 
running on empty. 
Depending on the 
model, a cartridge can 
still contain a small 
percentage of ink for 
printing, but fading and 
banding indicate it's 
time for a replacement. 


A printer heats up 

when left on for 
long periods. Turn it 
off to avoid excessive 
heat drying out the ink 
cartridge when you're 
done printing. 
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HP Envy 6032e 


All-in-One Printer 

An all-rounder, the HP Envy 6032e 
connects wirelessly over Wi-Fi and 
can print, scan, and copy. 


TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

PRINT RESOLUTION: 4800 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: Up to 7 ppm 
PRINT SPEED BLACK: Up to 10 ppm 
INSTANT INK?: Yes 


Canon Selphy CP1500 Photo Printer 


Instead of leaving your photos on a device, print them directly from a 
smartphone, USB stick, SD card, camera, tablet, or computer. 


TYPE: Photo WIRELESS: Yes PRINTING RESOLUTION: 300 x 300 dpi AIRPRINT: Yes 


PRESS)PRINIT! 


continued 


: An all-in-one printer that utilises ink 
: tank technology for cost-effective 
: volume printing. 


? TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
: SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

} PRINT RESOLUTION: 4800 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: Up to 5 ppm 

: PRINT SPEED BLACK: Up to 12 ppm 

? INSTANT INK?: No 
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Envy Inspire 
7220e All-in-One 


Printer 

The speedy Envy Inspire 7220e is 
easy to set up and will print two- 
sided, copy, and scan. 


TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

PRINT RESOLUTION: 1200 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: Up to 10 ppm 
PRINT SPEED BLACK: Up to 15 ppm 
INSTANT INK?: Yes 


HP Envy Inspire 
7920e All-in-One 


Printer 

Featuring a large 125-page paper 
tray, a built-in photo tray, and an 

automatic document feeder, the 
Inspire 7920e is a multipurpose 

printer. 


TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

PRINT RESOLUTION: 1200 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: Up to 10 ppm 
PRINT SPEED BLACK: Up to 15 ppm 
INSTANT INK?: Yes 


Canon G3620 Pixma 


Megatank Printer 
As the name suggests, the 
G3620's high-volume ink tank can 


print up to 6000 pages in black and 


white and up to 7700 in colour. 

It can also print on Canon iron-on 
transfers and Canon magnetic 
photo paper. 


TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

PRINT RESOLUTION: 4800 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: 5 ppm 

PRINT SPEED BLACK: 9.1 ppm 


Canon TS5160 
PIXMA Home Printer 


Easy to use and feature-packed, 
the PIXMA connects with Wi-Fi 

and Bluetooth and delivers high- 
quality colour printing. 


TYPE: Inkjet WIRELESS: Yes PRINT: Yes 
SCAN: Yes COPY: Yes 

PRINT RESOLUTION: 4800 x 1200 dpi 
PRINT SPEED COLOUR: 6.8 ppm 

PRINT SPEED BLACK: 13 ppm 


Ink cartridges contain plastic and petroleum-based products that can take a 
millennium to decompose. And with an estimated 18 million cartridges used in 


Australia each year, responsible disposal is paramount. Cartridges 4 Planet Ark 
is a recycling initiative that provides an easy solution to getting rid of your 
empties, with participating JB Hi-Fi stores serving as drop-off points 
nationwide. Simply visit recyclingnearyou.com.au/cartridges to find 

the closest one and reduce your carbon footprint. 


STARLINK 
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So much schoolwork nowadays requires an internet connection. If your Wi-Fi 
network is a bit spotty, back-to-school time is the perfect opportunity to tune it 
up, so the kids can’t claim dropouts as an excuse not to do homework. A home 
mesh network might be just what you need. 
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What is a mesh 


network? 

Most people connect to the 
internet with just one router, placed 
right next to their modem, but the 
problem is that’s not always the 
best spot in the house for it. You 
might find it slows down or drops 
out in certain rooms, especially 

as you get farther away from the 
router. 

A mesh network is a system of 
nodes spread around your home 
to help you boost speeds, patch 
up dead zones and provide a 
stable internet connection in every 
room. Extra nodes can be placed 
wherever they’re needed, to make 
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sure everyone and everything can 
stay online. If you need to cover a 
bigger area, you can easily just add 
more nodes. 


Home mesh 


Nest-work 

One of the most promising home 
mesh systems is the Google Nest 
Wi-Fi Pro. Tapping into Google’s 
extensive expertise, this home 
Wi-Fi system is fast, flexible, 
secure and stable for multiple 
devices at once. It comes with a 
dedicated router that plugs into 
your existing modem, and smaller 
devices called Wi-Fi Points which 
can be placed around the home to 


extend your coverage. The base 

kit comes with one Point, or to 
cover bigger houses you can grab a 
three-pack. 

The Nest Wi-Fi Pro is built on the 
latest wireless technology, called 
Wi-Fi 6E, which adds a new radio 
frequency band that older systems 
don't use. That provides speeds 
of up to 4.2 Gbps —- twice as fast 
as the previous generation — so 
whether it’s browserbased study 
or remote learning video calls, 
every student in the house can 
jump online at the same time. 

Not only does the Nest Wi-Fi 
Pro come with built-in security 
and safety features, but parental 
controls let you set schedules and 
time-outs, so there'll be no Fortnite 
till the fractions test is done. 


Link to the stars 
Another intriguing new networking 


option is Starlink — Spacex’s 
innovative, satellite- 

based internet 

connection. The 

first commercially 

available phased- 

array antenna, you 

just plonk it outside 

where it has a clear 

view of the sky, and 


it will orient itself to connect with 
the satellites in minutes. 

Once it's set up, you can get 
speeds of up to 100 Mbps in 
Australia. While a single router 
might be enough to cover many 
homes, Starlink can be expanded 
by adding up to 12 nodes on one 
network. 

But the best feature is that you 
can pack it up and use it anywhere. 
Whether you're moving house, 
visiting the holiday home, or even 
camping, if the Starlink array can 
see the sky, you can get online. 

It adds new meaning to the term 
“remote learning.” 

Starlink does require a monthly 
subscription, but there are no 
contracts and you can cancel the 
service at any time. 


Google 
Nest 
Wifi Pro 


Wi-Fi 6E 


Google’s fastest Wi-Fi yet. 


Google Nest Wifi Pro gives you fast, reliable Wi-Fi 6E coverage for your entire home." 
It automatically adjusts your network’s performance to keep things running smoothly. 
It’s easy to set up. And it’s so smart it can monitor and help diagnose common issues on its own. 


‘Actual speeds depend on your Internet service provider, network conditions, connected device, local regulations and environmental factors. Wi-Fi 6E-compatible devices enable the full benefits of Wi-Fi 6E. Intended for indoor use only. 
Router placement and home size, materials and layout can affect how Wi-Fi signal travels. Poor router placement and larger homes or homes with thicker walls or long, narrow layouts may require extra Wifi points for full coverage. 
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Bluetooth connectivity or an infrared 
radio receiver dongle connected to 
a USB port, so they enjoy freedom 
of movement. It’s important to keep 
them charged, though, or have the 
right batteries at hand if they run dry. 


Movement 

Optical and laser technology have 
made mice more versatile, with the 
latter operating on most surfaces 
even if you don't have a mouse mat. 
DPI stands for dots per inch, which 
measures the mouse's sensitivity. 
The greater the number, the faster 
the cursor will move on the screen. 


Wired or wireless? 
Ultimately, it’s a personal choice. 
A wired mouse is reliable, 

plugs directly into a USB port, 
and doesn't require charging 

or a software download to 
install. However, they can 

be limiting if space is at a 
premium. Wireless mice have 
the unplugged advantage of 


Comfort concerns 

When you use a mouse for long 
periods, you'll want a design that's 
kind to your wrist. The upright 
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MATTERS 


The humble ball mouse has evolved considerably since point-and-click tech 
revolutionised the computer. Now, you can buy mice specifically designed 
for gaming or to alleviate strain on the wrist, but which one is best for you? 
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handshake grip of an ergonomic 
mouse takes the pressure off, 
ensuring smooth and comfortable 
operation. And you can always 
add a mouse wrist rest to keep 
your arm level and help avoid 

RSI issues. 


Logitech Lift Vertical 
Ergonomic Mouse 
A perfect fit for small and medium hands, this 
quiet mouse is designed with ergonomics in 
mind. It has multi-OS compatibility and four 
customisable buttons. 


HP 150 Wired Mouse 

A budget-busting wired mouse with a 1600 DPI 

optical sensor, this can be used with either 
the left or right hand, and it literally just 
plugs in and plays. 


Game on! 

Gaming mice possess subtle 
differences from regular mice, 
including additional buttons. But 
the main advantage for gamers 
— and everyday mouse users — is 
that they're more sensitive and 
responsive, with a high DPI and 
designed for comfort. A gaming 
mouse is a win-win solution for 
work and play if you've got an 
ardent afterschool gamer in the 
house. 


Logitech POP Mouse 

with Emoji 

A head-turning quiet operator, the POP 
mouse can have a favourite emoji mapped 
toa button and can connect and work 
effortlessly between up to three devices. 


KEYBOARD CONSIDERATIONS 


The keyboard takes a daily pounding, so it needs to be robust, yet offer comfort for prolonged use. They're also a 
useful add-on accessory to a smartphone or tablet for those times when a touchscreen is impractical. Here are 


some considerations to ensure that you get one that's 


receiver plugged into a USB 
port or can be connected using 
Bluetooth. The traditional, wired 
version is ideal for a dedicated 
desk or fixed study setup; no 
charging is required. 


Compatibility 

Are you a Mac or a PC user? 
Some keyboards will only work 
with PC or Mac, so check the 
compatibility before investing, 
or opt for a model that covers 
all operating systems. 


All quiet 

Burning the midnight oil to 
get an assignment finished 
on time? You'll want a quiet 
operator that won't distract 


Wired or wireless? 
Like mice, keyboards can be 
wired or wireless. Wireless 
keyboards use RF tech via a 


Logitech POP Keys Wireless 
Mechanical Keyboard with 
Emoji Keys 


This sleek and 
A wireless mechanical keyboard with a wow factor that wireless keyboard has 
sports a retro typewriter vibe, it also has eight swappable up to 20 months of 


battery life, adjustable 
legs, and customisable 
function keys. 


dedicated emoji keys 
and can connect to up to 
three different devices. 


HP 450 Wireless 
Programmable Keyboard 


just right. 


faster response time, and 
programmable keys (macros). 


the household with a flurry of 
typing. Most keyboards make 

a bit of noise, but ones that 
ultilise non-mechanical switches 
will keep it to a minimum. 


Shortcuts 

Look for a keyboard with 
function (FN) keys that control 
volume, screen brightness, 

and printing with a simple tap. 
A numeric keyboard and a 
built-in USB port are also helpful 
additions. 


Game time 

Keyboards designed for 

gaming are generally more 
robust, and include features 
that you don’t find in a regular 
keyboard, like RGB backlighting, 


: Logitech K650 Signature 

: Wireless Keyboard 

An integrated soft-touch palm rest and full-size layout with 
a number pad is spill-resistant, while it features a 36-month 
battery and works across all operating systems. 


@ motorola 


Le Fe 
Scan to find 
out more 


STIVLAd dddVHS 


Marshmallow Blue 
Vegan Leather 


(Y) O tO 84 eewenecs 


5G 


IN STORE AND ONLINE 


1.[Built-in storage] Available user storage is less due to many factors, including operating system, software and functions utilizing part of this capacity; may change with software updates. 2[SOMP-Quad Pixel but actual resolution is 12.5MP] The SOMP sensor 
combines 4 pixels into 1, for an effective photo resolution of 12.5MP. 3[5G] 5G service available with 5G plan. 5G network coverage required; available only in select areas; device not compatible with all 5G networks. Contact your service provider for details 
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You might have heard the word GaN charger around the traps and wondered what exactly it is. 
Well, GaN technology brings faster, cooler and more energy efficient charging of your devices. 
But what is it, how does it work, and why has it become the go-to component of chargers? 


ith all best intentions, 
we try to send our 
students off to school 


with fully charged devices, but in 
the morning rush it's something 
that’s sometimes easy to overlook. 
We've all impatiently watched 

the battery level interminably inch 
towards 100% when a full charge 
is urgent, and wished for a faster 
solution. The good news is that 
GaN chargers provide that very 
solution. 


of other electronic tech. 


A relatively new charging 
technology, these chargers 
incorporate gallium nitride (GaN) 
as a semiconductor, rather than 
the more common silicon used in 
traditional chargers and a plethora 


A key component of LED 
lighting, gallium nitride’s tough, 
crystal-like make-up can conduct 
higher voltages over longer 
periods, and current passes 
faster through GaN components, 
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with a power conversion rate 

of over 95%. This means that 
the increased output can charge 
devices three times faster than 
traditional chargers. 

GaN also produces less heat, so 
the charger won't become hot to 
the touch like a standard one that’s 
been powering for a long time. 
This makes them a much more 
energy efficient option for charging 
devices, not to mention safer. 

A lot of power is required to 


charge a device, and GaN chargers 
pack it into a light and compact 
block. As well as the convenience 
of high speed charging, they're also 
more durable, and have a longer 
lifespan than traditional chargers. 

A GaN charger is a game- 
changing accessory, providing fast, 
energy efficient charging and the 
peace of mind that a flat phone 
can now be restored to full power 
in a third of the time that it usually 
takes. 


We put on our white lab coats 
and delve into the world of GaN 
and find out what it really is 


Gallium nitride 

(GaN) is a crystalline 
chemical compound 
on the cusp of 
potentially dethroning 
silicon as the 
foundation of power 
switching technology. 
It's a component of 
LEDs and the laser 
diodes that read Blu-ray discs, as well as military 
radar. And with its low sensitivity to ionising 
radiation, it can also be found in solar cells and 
satellites. GaN is non-toxic, which presents 
possibilities for use in the electronic components 
of biomedical implants. 


Belkin BoostUp Charge Pro 
108W 4 Port GaN Charger 


This compact desktop 

GaN charger will 

simultaneously charge up 

to four separate devices, | || 
or fast charge up to two 

devices using USB-C 3.0 

Power Delivery. It includes 

2x USB-C and 2x USB-A ports. 


LOGIC Rapid Power 
4 Port 100W 


A portable, punchy 100W wall charger, 
the LOGIC Rapid Power charger features 
four ports — two for USB-C and two for 
USB-A. That means you can fast charge 
devices such as a laptop, smartphone 


includes a 2m USB-C charging cable, too 


and tablet all at the same time. Oh, and it 


EFM 65W GaN 
Dual Port Wall 
Charger 


This wall charger with a 65W 
output has been designed for 
use with tablets and phones, 
and can charge two devices 

at once. Compatible with any 
USB-C charging cable, it works 
with Samsung, Google and 
Apple devices. 


Pererreryy 


—— 


\ 
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PLAY 


How many of us can relate to this? It’s 8:15 am, and you pull an 


iPad out of your child’s bag, suddenly realising it hasn’t been 
charged. Panic-stricken, it becomes a quick estimation game: 
is 46% battery enough to get them through the day? 


What if it isn’t? This is when you need a portable power bank. 
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Banking power 


Portable power banks provide a quick and easy charging solution and are a must-have addition to 
every school bag. These compact, high-capacity batteries can deliver several full charges — just 
remember to keep the power bank itself regularly charged. The type of devices you want to 
charge, how often, and how quickly, determines the type of power bank you need. Many support 
fast charging for compatible devices, and multi-port banks charge several devices simultaneously. 


Bigger the better 


Charge is measured in milliamps per hour (mAh), and the higher it is, the longer a power bank 
will last. This also determines the number of charge cycles in reserve. A 20,000mAh power bank 
should be sufficient to charge multiple devices taken to school, like a phone, tablet, laptop, and 
wireless headphones. 


Watts it all about? 

Most smartphones require 5W to charge and tablets up to 12W, while Ol-certified fast charging 
uses 18VV to speed things up. The amount of watts you need in a power bank will depend on a 
device’s power consumption and how many will be charged simultaneously. 


Belkin BoostUp Charge 10K 
3 Port Power Bank 


Why charge one device at once 

when you can charge three? z 
This versatile 10,000mAh 
power bank includes three 
ports: two USB-A, and one 
USB-C. 


Cygnett ChargeUp Maxx 


Digital 40k Power Bank 
Packing a huge 40,000mAh capacity and armed with 


so you can check how much charge you've got left. 


USB-C and USB-A ports, it also features a digital display 


Fully charge a power bank at least 
every 1-2 months, depending on usage. 


Never let a power bank's capacity reach 
zero before recharging. 


How quickly a power bank can charge your 


devices is denoted by the Ampere (A) number. 


The higher it is, the faster the charging. 


Always keep power banks away from 
direct heat — never leave them in a hot 
car over Summer. 


Ditch the cables 


For those times when you forget to 

put your gadgets on charge, wireless 
chargers are a convenient way to power 
up devices without the clutter of cables 
and adaptors. They come in a variety of 
types, from charging pads and magnetic 
discs, to docks and stands, and some can 
be installed in the car. A wireless charger 
requires a physical ‘magnetic handshake’ 
between the charger and device to deliver 
a constant and stable charge, however 

a thin plastic phone case up to 3mm 
shouldn't create an obstacle. Qi is the 
universal standard for wireless charging, 
so a device needs to be Qi-certified to use 
a wireless charger. And always check the 
device's specs for fast charge capability, 
and choose one with high wattage for 
faster charging. 


ALOGIC 4-in-1 Lift 
Wireless Charger with 
10k Power Bank 


This package has it all. 
Supporting MagSafe 
phones and the Apple 
Watch, it has USB-C 
and USB-A ports 

for fast wireless 
charging with up to 
four devices. 


MOPHIE SNAP? 2-in-1 
Wireless Charging 
Stand and 
Pad 


Magsafe compatible and 
with a designated spot for 
AirPods, the Snap+ delivers 
fast charging for Qi-enabled 
phones — 7.5W for iOS and 

15W for Android. 
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HUBS AND DOCKING STATIONS 


USB-C multiport hubs and docking stations basically perform the same role with a subtle 
difference: portability. A USB-C hub is powered by a laptop and offers an expansion of ports, 
including USB-A 3.0, Gigabit Ethernet, HDMI inputs, and even SD card readers. These are 


TOP OF THE 


POPS 


generally small and light, making them ideal for throwing in a school bag. Every smartphone and tablet 
deserves some PopSocket love. The 
< ALOGIC stylish accessories make an excellent 
Universal stand and grip, and come in handy for 
A power outlet to Z 12-in-1 Triple watching videos and taking those all 
the wall powers -_ —— fd 7 Display Mini important selfies. 


= 


a a Dock 
= S— 


a docking station 
and is generally 
suited as a more 
permanent fixture 


multiple USB-A and/or USB-C ports to 
conveniently charge several devices 


Cygnett Power Plus 24W 


in the home or ALOGIC > 

office. It effectively Universal 

provides many ports Triple 4K 

for external devices, Docking 

turning a good old Station with 

lappy into a desktop. 100W Power 

Delivery 

Sg 

/ ™ 

:  AUSB charging station offers a tidy BA : 
© solution to a clutter of cables and : 
adaptors. Unlike a USB hub that A : 
: uses a computer or laptop's power, : 
: charging is a central power source with z : 
5 simultaneously. USB charging ports Multiport Wall Charger 5 
: are also often now integrated into The compact universal charger provides four USB-A ; 
bs conventional powerboards. ports with support for 12W fast charging. : 
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CYGNETT 


Power Every Mome | 


Get your devices \ | 
school-ready! & 


Se 
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QUICK 
ERGO TIPS 


Try to keep the eye line level 
with the top third of the 
screen. 


2 Take a break from the screen 

every 20 minutes and factor 
in mini breaks throughout 
the day. 


Sit with back straight, elbows 
in, and feet flat on the floor. 


If sat in an adult chair, provide 
a footrest so feet aren't left 


dangling. 


continued 


GO ERGONOMIC 


Learning correct posture and device placement 

is just as Important as the knowledge gained at 
school. The benefits of good ergonomics can 
help reduce strain and injury and increase 
productivity. Good posture lessons learned 
in the classroom can be implemented at 
home with the help of an ergonomic 
workspace. 


e 
Perec cceccvceceseseeoeseeseeeeeese® 


< Bonelk Elevate Junior Laptop Stand 


An adjustable laptop stand designed for improved posture that 
folds down for easy transportation. 


Logitech MX Palm Rest > 


A firm and comfortable wrist support that 
keeps hands in a relaxed position. 


es) 
At STACK, we have a saying that you can never have too much storage. Parents who There are many choices available 


watch their children fill up internal storage on laptops, smartphones, and tablets 
with endless photos and videos might agree. So, when additional storage to free up 
space and back up schoolwork is required, it's time to turn to portable storage. And 
the rule of thumb is the bigger the storage space, the better. 


in the realm of mouse mats, 
from the standard square-shaped 
ones to jumbo-sized versions. A 


mouse mat explicitly designed for 
Flash drives - For what seems like an eternity, the good old flash drive has been a faithful gaming could cover both bases if 
player in the storage space. With storage sizes from 32GB to 512GB, these small devices can you have a gamer in the house. 
store a staggering amount of data, from documents to videos and photos. You can even get mouse mats 
Solid State Drive (SSD) - When a lot of space is required, and you need a fast and reliable with built-in RGB lighting for 
backup drive, an SSD is the answer. Compact and portable, SSDs can hold terabytes of data some digital bling! 
and are perfect for keeping students’ files safe and secure. It's also worth remembering that 
an SSD is the ideal accompaniment for a gaming console for storing games when school is 
done for the day. 


vy Samsung 
Lexar JumpDrive Portable T7 
V400 USB 3.0 Shield SSD 
Speedy transfers with USB 2TB 
3.0, the 128GB JumpDrive is A big and robust 


27B SSD, the T7 is 
drop-resistant up to 


three metres and has 


an IP65 water and dust 4 Logitech 
protection rating. Desk Mat (Dark Rose) 


compatible with Mac and PC. 


v 
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The ECO range combines sustainability, functionality, and style. 
Crafted from high-quality 100% recycled 300D polyester, it's both durable and environmentally friendly. 


The minimalist design is versatile for any occasion, and the protective padded laptop compartment and 
intuitive organisation pockets offer secure storage. 


With a lightweight construction, it's ideal for commuting, traveling, or outdoor adventures-making it the 
perfect choice for those who value both fashion and eco-consciousness. 


JB HELFI goods 
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PHONE, 
TABLET, AND 
LAPTOP CASES. 


When it comes to 
smartphones, if you want 
them to last in the hands 
of your little cherubs, 
buying a protective case 
is non-negotiable. 


continued 


< Casetify Impact 
Case for iPhone 
15 Pro Max 
(Millennial Ditsy Floral) 


With drop protection from 
2.4 metres, this case is 
also compatible with 
wireless charging and 
MagSafe. 


KSNY Protective 
Magsafe Case 
for iPhone 15 
Pro Max 

(Flowerbed Pink) 


Compatible with MagSafe Ke St. oh. 
charging and drop protected sary ag ie me 
+ Ae 


“~ 

Pelican Marine 
XL Universal 
Floating Phone 
Pouch 


When you need total 
protection, this floating 
phone pouch, rated IPX8 
for underwater immersion, 
has your back. 


Cygnett Tekview 
Slimline Case 

for iPad 10.2" 
[7th/8th/9th Gen] 


Hard-wearing and offering 
storage for an Apple 
Pencil, the lightweight 
case folds into a stand 
with multiple viewing 


angles. > 


to three metres 
and compatible 
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TILE 
MATE 


With so many distractions at school, 
it's easy to leave a bag behind. A 
Tile Mate enables Bluetooth tracking 
from close to 46 metres. The Tile app 
will report the most recent location 


outside that range. 


CABLES 


For the rough and tumble 
of everyday school life, 


from up to three metres, it's yee : 
styled in Kate Spade New de ig you want cables that will 
York's signature colours. => 4 ¥ PW of last the distance and that 
a you won't have to keep 
re-buying. Cygnett has a 
Incipio 5 Thule Gauntlet 14” range called Armoured 
Forme | Laptop Sleeve (JB Cable and, as the name 
Protective Hi-Fi Exclusive Colour) suggests, they're robust 
MagSafe This moulded laptop sleeve in design and have fast 
Case for safeguards your device, and its charging and transfer 
iPhone clamshell design means users speeds. 
15/14 can work out of the case directly. 
(Digital 
Disruption) nf a apathy 
- ° apie 
Drop tested up 50cm 


with MagSafe 
charging. 
Cygnett Armoured 
STM ECO Laptop Brief 2.0 USB-C to USB-A 


Not only are the STM ECO range 
practical, durable, light and stylish, 
they're also crafted from high-quality 
100% recycled 300D polyester, so 
they're good for the environment too. > 


50cm Cable 


Cygnett Armoured 
Lightning to USB-C 


STM ECO Cable 50cm 


Laptop 
Case , 


Bose Sound 


| JBHEFL Try Bose headphones & speakers at your local JB Hi-Fi store today! 
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FEATURE 


VOUR 


A GUIDE TO AIR PURIFIERS 


Events of recent years have made us ever more conscious 
of what we're letting into our lungs, which has seen the 
rise of air purifiers as a must-have appliance in the home. 
If you're still not convinced, here's a look at what these 
devices are, and what they can do for you. 
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ith warmer 
weather here, we 
get to throw open 


the doors and windows to air 
out the house. However, this 
can let all sorts of irritants 
in. If you know that feeling 
of itchy eyes and constant 
sneezing from hay fever 
then you'll be hearing us, but 
everybody can benefit from 
air purification in the house. 
As many of us tend to 
spend a lot of time indoors, 
such nasties as dust 
mites, pet dander, smoke, 
chemicals, and mould 
spores can cause potential health hazards that air 
purifiers may help to eliminate. Then there are just 
plain annoyances, such as cigarette smoke and 
cooking smells. You may enjoy those fried onions at 
dinnertime, but not necessarily their lingering odour 
for hours afterwards. 


What is an air purifier? 
An air purifier is an electronic device that's used to 


filter the air in a room. Put simply, once in operation, 


an air purifier uses a fan to draw the air from the 
room through either one, or a series of, filters. 
It's these filters that trap any pollutants that enter 


the unit. The clean air is then 
blown back into the room, and 
the process is repeated. Air 
purifiers can only trap airborne 
particles. 


The filter is key 
The filter is the most essential 
part of the air purifier — without 
one, it just sucks in the same 
old air and blows it back out. 
The job of the filter is to catch 
all of the nasties that we'll 
summarise shortly and prevent 
them from recirculating within 
the air that we breathe. 

Much like a vacuum cleaner, 
air conditioner unit, or an oil filter in the car, unless 
regularly replaced, the filter's effectiveness will 


reduce over time as it gets clogged with gunk. Also, 


the more caked with crud that your filter is, the 
harder your unit will have to work, meaning it'll be 
more power hungry, as well as less efficient. So, 
it's important to follow the manufacturer's advice 
on how often they need to be changed. Most air 
purifiers will actually prompt you when it’s time for 
a new filter. 

Some air purifier models feature filters that 
can be washed and reused, which helps both the 
environment, and your bank balance. 


model that 


1° fora 
runs quietly and is 


energy efficient. 


filters that c 


If you're running an 
air purifier regularly, it 
might be worth looking at 


an be cleaned 


or washed. Even if you 
pay a little more to begin 
with, you won't need to 


purchase replacements 


down the track. 


purifier arou 


If you plan to 
regularly move the air 


nd the house, 


consider the unit's weight. 


Some mode 
a very use 


If your 

HEPA 
that it’s a Tr 
To achieve 
filter must h 
cent efficien 
particles up 


Ultima 
the wo 


s also feature 


ul carry handle. 


device has a 
ilter, ensure 

ue HEPA filter. 
is status, the 
ave a 99.7 per 
cy rate with 

0 0.3 microns. 


ely, in 
rid of air 


purification you do pay 
for what you get. Don’t 
undersell a room size to 


save ona fe 


jbhifi.co 


w bucks. 
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dyson purifier cool 
Formaldehyde 


Beat the heat and breathe cleaner air 
with Dyson Purifiers 


Captures 99.95% of smoke’, gases and even destroys formaldehyde, 
all whilst cooling you down. 


f a3 : iy 
1. Tested forfiltration effic iencya 
formaldehyde cumulativeclean 
: Soto 
, iy Wy i 
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FEATURE 


VOURYAIR! 


A GUIDE TO AIR PURIFIERS 


A focus on filters 


There are various types of 
filters to perform different 
tasks. The most popular type 
in domestic air purifiers is 
the HEPA filter, although 
some units cleverly combine 
multiple filter systems in the 
one unit. 


HEPA: This is an acronym for 
High-Efficiency Particulate Air. The 
filter is a multi-layered fine mesh 
netting that's designed to catch 
various types of particles. A True 
HEPA filter can capture over 99.97 
per cent of pollutants. 


Carbon: A carbon filter is a 
particularly efficient filtration 
system due to its porous nature. 
The absorbent material makes it 
ideal for gases and odours that 
HEPA filters are unable to catch. 


Ozone: While an ozone filter is 
excellent for neutralising odours, 
it won't trap any other impurities 
in the air. 


UV: UV-C sanitation has become 
more and more popular in recent 
years, for obvious reasons. In air 
purifiers, you're most likely to find 
this tech working in conjunction 
with a HEPA filter. For example, 
as the air flows through the filter, 
the UV light shines, potentially 
killing mould spores, bacteria, and 
viruses before the cleaned air is 
expelled into the room. 


continued 


What can they capture? 
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Now that you know how an air purifier works, just what can 
these filters catch? This depends upon several factors. The 
most important of these is the quality of the air purifier and 
what filters they employ. Like any consumer tech, air purifiers 
come in a range of designs with varied feature sets to suit 
different peoples’ budgets. As such, expecting an entry-level 
model to perform as effectively as a larger, feature-rich air 
purifier at the higher end of the price scale isn’t realistic. Like 
most things, you ultimately get what you pay for. 


So, depending upon the filter, 
these are the key targets for 
air purifiers: 

Dust mites: Anathema for many 
an asthma or allergy sufferer, 

the waste from dust mites can 
be a major trigger. Even when 
you're asleep or just going about 
your daily business, they can be 
affecting your health. 


Pet dander: Another enemy of 
allergy sufferers, pet dander is 
made up of tiny particles of skin 
that's shed from an animal. The 
protein in the dander, which can 
also emanate from pet saliva 
that dries in fur, is what causes 
allergic reactions. 


Smoke: No matter what form of 
smoke — tobacco, fireplace, burn- 
offs, kitchen disasters — they can 
all be irritants to the nose and 
eyes. 


Mould spores: A critical one 
to filter if your home is prone 


to dampness, mould can have 
serious health implications, 
ranging from respiratory 
infections to the triggering of 
allergic reactions. 


Viruses and bacteria: Since 
the arrival of COVID-19 we've all 
experienced just how debilitating 
a viral invasion can be, whether 
directly or indirectly. Some filters 
can be effective at trapping 
bacteria and viruses, including 
SARS-CoV-2, which causes 
COVID-19. Some models even 
have built-in UV technology 
that's designed to kill any virus 
and bacteria once trapped in the 
filter. 


Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs): Household VOCs 

are gases that can be emitted 
from paint, paint strippers and 
thinners, glues, and cleaning 
products. Not all filters can 
contain VOCs, so a specialised 
activated carbon filter is required. 


Size 
matters 


Grab a tape measure, 
as you'll need it for this 
important step. Measuring 
the size of the room 
where you want to place 
an air purifier will help 
you choose the suitable 
model for the job. An 
underpowered unit won't 
cut it ina large space, and 
on the opposite side of the 
ledger, an overpowered 
unit will just guzzle power 
and send your electricity 
bill northwards. 

To make life easier, 
most manufacturers of 
air purifiers will openly 
display coverage rates 
in metreage for each of 
their models. To work out 
the required metreage, 
the formula needed is 
simply length multiplied 
by width, which will give 
the total area. So, ifa 
room Is five metres long 
and four metres wide, 
then the total area is 20 
square metres, or 20m2. 
Any adjoining rooms that 
you want an air purifier 
to service will need to be 
calculated and added to 
the total surface area. 

A good rule of thumb 
to keep in mind is that 
it's better to buy an air 
purifier that will cope with 
a slightly larger area than 
the one required. 


If you're looking to zap pollutants in your space, then 
Dyson have a clever solution in this fan that cools 
while removing an incredible amount of toxins from 
your air. It catches a confidence-inspiring 99.5% 

of pollutants, as tiny as 0.1 microns in size. When 
you consider that a micron is a mere 1/1000 of a 
millimetre, we're talking absolutely minuscule. Rated 
to HEPA H13 standard, it captures dust, allergens, 
gases, and more, plus this model has an extra ace 
up its sleeve with its constant monitoring for, and 
destruction of, formaldehyde. Utilising Dyson's own 
Air Multiplier technology and 350-degree oscillation, 
the Dyson Purifier Cool projects air around a whole 
room. At times when you don't want cool air to 
circulate, you can use the handy diffused mode, 
which diverts cleaned air through the unit's back. 
Also included is a handy remote, and voice control 


with compatible services. 


What is 
formaldehyde? 


Used in many building 
materials and household 
products, as well as 
occurring naturally in 
small amounts, this 
colourless but pungent 
gas — one of the more 
common VOCs - is a 
known carcinogen, and 
can cause respiratory 
and skin irritation. If you 
dissected rats in high 
school science, then 
you'll likely be quite 
familiar with it. 
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Breville’s NEW 
the AntiViral 
HEPA-13 Filter 


Breville 


y @ 
Reduces 
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range AIR PURIFIERS 


*The Breville Antiviral True HEPA-13 Filter 
which removes 99.97% of airborne particles, 
including viruses and allergens. 


FEATURE 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


A GUIDE TO AIR PURIFIERS 


What does “CADR” 
mean? 

If you see this referenced regarding 
an air purifier, it refers to the unit’s 
Clean Air Delivery Rate. It's an 
industry-standard measure of how 
efficient an air purifier is, based on 
the size of a room and the amount 
of clean air that it produces per 
minute. The three pollutants used 
in the testing process are dust, 
smoke, and pollen, and the results 
are converted to cubic metres per 
hour when units are initially tested. 
So, the higher the CADR rating, the 
better the air purifier will perform. 


Get smart! 

If you have a smart home 
happening, then you'll love the 
news that smart technology 
extends to air purification. Some 
units offer Wi-Fi connectivity, which 
brings voice control into play and 
remote operation. 

Depending upon the brand, 
information about the type of 
pollutant collected can be relayed 
to an app, and speeds can be 
adjusted depending on the job 
required. Some units allow full 
automation, so that if the air quality 


continued 


drops below a certain 
level, the purifier will 
fire up as much as 

is required to clean 
your air quickly and 
effectively. 


Additional 
niceties 
Alongside your basic 
models, outlay a little 
extra and some models 
can double as a heater 
in the winter or a fan 
in the summer. Some 
offer variable speeds 
for flexibility in filtering the air — 
you may wish to give a stale room 
a quick blast at full speed to really 
kick the clean air process into gear 
- and others have an oscillating 
or split head so that more of the 
room area Is covered. 
As we've already mentioned, 
some units will prompt you when 
a filter requires replacing or 
cleaning - this digital reminder is 
a particularly good idea for busy 
households. Another priority for 
some may be smart abilities, 
such as voice control and/or app 
support. It can be very handy 


features and abilities, so it's 
important to establish exactly 
what you want to use it for 
before you start shopping. Will 
it be against the pollutants 

in your home? If you need to 
use it at night, does it have a 
quiet mode? Are you buying a 
model that will cover the room 
in which you plan to put it? Do 
your homework to ensure that 
you're getting just what you 
need. The right air purifier can 
make an incredible difference 
to your life. Check out some 
of our recommendations on 
these very pages. 


looking at your air quality on an 
app, and if you're out and about 
you can set some units to power 
up before you arrive home. 

If you're a light sleeper, you 
should look for an air purifier that 
features either a quiet mode or a 
special sleep mode for overnight 
operation, which can extend to 
dimming or even turning off the 
unit's lighting. Establishing what 
features best suit your household 
is a great place to start before you 
get to shopping. 


You're ready to go! 
Every air purifier will offer different 


- > Series 2000i Air Purifier 


PHILIPS 


: Breville OS 
_ Air Viral Compact 
Purifier 


= Z-3000 Air Purifier 


Breville 
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Philips 
Air Purifiers 
cree are great for: 


COUNCIL AUSTRALIA 


ASTHMA+RESPIRATORY 
FOUNDATION NZ 


Air Purifiers 


Babies & families 


PHILIPS 


urifies the air 


Hay fever sufferers & asthmatics 


in less than os 


6 minutes’ eS 
Removes 99.97% ae. 


—£ am @ 


of airborne allergens” Reducing eating odours 


& household smells 


room size of 48m? by CADR 300m°/h (assuming the room is 20m? in floor area and 
**99.97% of pollen allergens filtered from the a it passes through the filter. Te 
according to SOP 350.003 of the Austrian OF institute. Only applies to m« 
filtration with NanoProtect HEPA, Active Carbon filter and pre-fi ( res 9 
From the air that passes through the filter, tested with NaCl aerosol by iUTA z 


TECH FEATURE 


46 


Discovering cool new technology is an exciting 
prospect! Each month we take a look at some of 
the latest tech products available from JB Hi-Fi. 


bere, 


Miia BEURER BR60 
INSECT BITE HEALER 


We all have our ‘hacks’ to avoid the pz 
the dreaded insect bite or sting: Marinade yours 
in so much tropical-strength DEET you can feel 
your eyes burning! Press your fingernail into 
the bite so deeply that it almost breaks the 


— 
skin! Cover all exposed skin with oilskin 
apparel, and just to be extra safe, never 
go outside again! Obviously these sorts of —— 


remedies have their significant drawbacks. But 

once you get your paws on the Beurer BR6O, you'll 
wonder how you ever went camping without it. What 
sets Beurer apart is their commitment to natural, 
chemical-free formulations, and their solution to bites 
not only tackles the discomfort, but does so in a way 
that prioritises safety and simplicity. This nifty little 
hand-held device works by sending a shot of heat into 
the bite, which stimulates healing and can provide 
immediate relief. Simply press the power button, place 
the pen's ceramic-plated head to the affected area, feel 
the benefits within a few seconds. It's gentle on all skin 
types, ensuring everyone can benefit from its soothing 
effects without worrying about adverse reactions. 


| WHO: | For those 


who spend a lot of time 
in the great outdoors, 
or have children who 
love to go investigating 
bug-dense areas of 

the garden, the Beurer 
Insect Bite Healer will 
be a leap forward in 
convenience. 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


MIA MOTOROLA 
MOTO G84 5G 256GB 


Step right up, 
phone fans, and meet the 
new moto g84 5G, your 

ticket to transforming 
everyday moments 

into sparkling, 
unforgettable 
memories. You'll be 
snapping sharper 
than-shark's-teeth 
photos and videos 
in any light, thanks 
to this gorgeous 
smartphone's 
50MP Ultra Pixel 
camera system 
and OIS. Dive 
into movies that pop with brilliant contrast on its 
cinematic 6.5" pOLED display, making every viewing 
session feel like a blockbuster premiere! Meanwhile, 
crystal-clear audio thanks to Dolby Atmos, Spatial 

Sound by Motorola, and Hi-Res Audio1 team up to 

bring you sound from every angle — no more tinny 

acoustics or holding your phone up to your ear to 
hear the details of what's going on. But this phone 
isn't just about what you see and hear on the actual 
device: it’s also a fashion statement. Slim, light, 

and boasting a waterrepellent design, it flaunts 

stunning colours (including JB-exclusive Marshmallow 

Blue!) and premium materials, including beautiful 

vegan leather. The g84 also boasts next-level 5G 

performance, TurboPower charging to get you to 

full juice faster than a speeding bullet, faster than 

a speeding bullet, fantastic battery life, and up to 

256GB built-in storage. 


——— 


| WHO: | If you want to deviate from the 
smartphone pack while committing to absolutely 
top-shelf features and design, the moto g84 is the 
way to go. 
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Mia REMARKABLE 2 10.3" PAPER TABLET 


Channel your inner wizard when 
you wield the magic of digital paper with 
the reMarkable 2 10.3-inch Paper Tablet. This 
one is a total game-changer, blending the 
feel of paper with epic digital superpowers 
that redefine note-taking. Specifically 
designed to put you in the ultimate zone of 
focus, you won't find any pesky pop-ups, 
notifications, or social media distractions 
when you use this device: it's just you and 
your thoughts, free to let those creative 
juices flow without interruptions. Centralise 
all your handwritten gems, to-do lists, PDFs, 
e-books, and doodles in one convenient 
spot that's organised, easily accessible, 

and always at your fingertips for when 


inspiration strikes. You'll be seamlessly 
editing and perfect notes across all your 
gadgets using our mobile and desktop apps 
(with the Connect subscription), and you'll 
never miss a beat; pick up right where 

you left off, whether you're at home or 

on the move. The coolest part is watching 
the reMarkable transform chicken scratch 
into typed gold, as it effortlessly converts 
handwritten notes into text. Then, polish 
them up using the all-new Type Folio, save 
to the cloud, or zap them through to email 
in a snap. JB can also sort you out with 

all the bell and whistles (extra markers, 
replacement marker tips, keyboard covers, 
folio covers in various finishes and more). 


| WHO: | Whoever finds their bag, desk, or digital 
devices overflowing with random scraps of notes 
and documents will be gobsmacked by how the 
reMarkable will transform the way they formulate 
and collate their ideas. 
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TruSens Wellness is at the heart of what we do. 


TruSens Air Purifiers 

use HEPA filtration tohelp 
capture indoor airborne 
pollutantswhilst our UV-C lamp 
reduces germs and bacteria 
trapped in the filter. 


SENSITIVE 
CHOICE 


Z-3000AU 


TruSens Combination Filter Includes: 


Washable Pre-Filter*: captures large particles such as dust 
and pet hair 


Activated Carbon Filter: removes certain gases and odours 
from the air 


HEPA Filter: captures particulate matter down to 0.3 microns 


UV-C Light: emits light that reduces growth of germs and 
bacteria that can get trapped in the filter** 


Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 


*On the Z-2000 and Z-3000 air purifiers 
—_ ** In laboratory testing, UV lamp reduces Staphylococcus aureus and 


J Shop ourTruSens range |WEHIFFE [TruSens 


FOR ALL THE LATEST IN 


FOLLOW S1Z\G.S ON SOCIAL MEDIA 


G 9 Oo © 


STACK Magazine @stackmag stackmagazine @STACKMag STACKPresents 


YOUR 2332/3 TO MOVIES, TV, MUSIC, GAMING & TEKH OOOO 
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CHOICE 


Hi-Fi AU Exclusive 
one Blue Vinyl 


FANNY LUMSDEN 


PINK 
Hey Dawn 


Cellophane TRUSTFALL - Tour Deluxe Edition 


se 


B Hi-Fi AU Exclusive 

: Opaque Red Vin | 
ANGIE McMAHON 

Light, Dark, Light Again 


Hi-Fi AU Exclusive 
Fat Red Vinyl 


GENESIS OWUSU 
STRUGGLER 


SAMPHA 
Lahai 


CUTS 


BSI OF Ae 


= 


LUKE COMBS BRAD COX . MAY-A 
Gettin’ Old Acres Analysis Paralysis 


BUSBY MAROU 
BLOOD RED 


ASKING ALEXANDRIA BAD WOLVES 
Where Do We Go From Here? Die About It 


Most titles on CD and vinyl while stoc 


MUSIC FEATURE visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


ON THE 
RECORD RADAR 


The vinyl renaissance continues in 2024, heralding a symphony 
of excitement! We're outlining the fresh grooves (literal and 
aural) both confirmed and rumoured to be finding a spot on our 
turntables this year, so join us as we anticipate the needle-drops 
that'll launch some awesome new vinyl adventures (and have the 

potential to become favoured titles in your collection). 


aylor Swift's bestie 
Jack Antonoff revives 
his beloved band 


Bleachers for their self-titled 


Pn2n 0-0-9909. 0-0.0. 0.0. 


Zoé Radas 


the original 1977 Star Wars film, 
for you Lucas buffs). Signed 
vinyl copies are available, some 


in JB AU-exclusive blue and Bua Lips 


fourth album, due out early purple. 

March and promising guest Universal and Mercury are gearing up 
vocalist riches (and coming to re-press 11 of 
in to land on JB AU-exclusive white vinyl), Metallica's 
inluding the already-announced Lana Del Rey. albums on 


Also in the early autumn batch is esoteric art- 
rock Englishmen Everything Everything and 
their conceptual album Mountainhead, whose 
narrative revolves around “a society forever 
building an immense mountain at the cost of Lightning on ‘electric 
living in the resulting giant hole." —— blue’ vinyl and Kill 
Meanwhile, Jebediah's ‘Em Allon ‘jump 


some seriously 
juicy coloured 
discs: look 

out for Ride the 


12-year hiatus gets a kick in the fire engine’ red next month, Master of 
in the pants with the Puppets on ‘battery brick’ vinyl in April, with 
arrival of the Perth alt- ..And Justice For All on ‘Dyers green’ vinyl and 
rockers’ sixth album like The Black Album on ‘some blacker marbled’ 
a harpoon in the heart. vinyl slated for mid-year. Jump onto the JB site 
Titled Oiks, it's coming in to see the full range in the pipeline. 
April on JB AU-exclusive translucent red vinyl. Jimmy and William Reid, the brotherly 
National treasure Peter Garrett will set the songwriting pair behind Scottish alt-rock act 
Oils aside for his second solo album — the The Jesus and Mary 
follow-up to 2016's A Version of Now - titled Chain, are gifting us 
The True North, which arrives mid-March. more of their telepathic, 


Around the same time 
we're due to get Lenny 
Kravitz's Bahamas- 
recorded 12th aloum 
Blue Electric Light, led 
by last year's single 
TK421 (a reference to 


controlled chaos in 
Glasgow Eyes in 
early March, while 
the end of that 
month will bring us 
the 13th album from beloved country-rock 
star Sheryl Crow, entitled Evolution. 
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AVAILABLE WHILE 
STOCKS LAST AT 


THE STROKES FUTURE ISLANDS THE SMILE 
Is This It (Red Vinyl) People Who Aren't There Anymore Wall of Eyes 


There's just a few weeks until your dear little demons go back to school 
-— So now's your opportunity to squish in some of that wholesome fam- 
connection time, via the magic of vinyl! Words Zoé Radas 


enough, get your young'uns 
comfortable with handling the 
stylus of your record player; Here are some other activity 


- ‘Thunder only happens when 
with the basics: Show it's raining’! 


[: you haven't already, start 
your kids how to carefully 


FEATURE MUSIC 


FLEETWOOD MA 


Rumours (1977) 


@ On the inside gatefold of the 

album, you can spy two gentlemen 
penguins having a chat. Penguins are the 
favourite animal of Fleetwood Mac band 


challenge them to lift and place _ ideas for kids and teens, with 
the needle based on a clue - records you'll all love ranging 
about a song they love: “Play | from acouple of classics to 
the track which has the lyrics: some more recent belters. 


remove a record from its 
sleeve, and place it on the 
player without grubbying 
its surfaces. If they’re old 


member John McVie; can you see any 
evidence of this in any of the album art's 
photographs? 

@ If you have any other Fleetwood Mac 
albums in your collection, take a look 
inside their gatefolds. Can you find any 
more penguins? 


OLIVIA RODRIGO GUTS (2023) 


@ Once you listen to the lyrics of GUTS track 
get him back!, you realise that the song title 
has two meanings. When you first saw the 
song title, which meaning did you initially see? 
Why do you think you understood it 

that way? 


THE BEATLES 
1962-1966 (The Red Album) and 


1967- 970 (The Blue Album), reissued 2023 


@ These two albums have unofficial ‘coloured’ 
names: Red and Blue. The Beatles have another 
unofficially-named album which follows this 
trend, released in 1968. Can you name it? Can 
you think of any other albums (by any artist) 
which have unofficially ‘coloured’ names? 


@ Rodrigo chose a purple theme colour for 
this album, which is a similar shade to her 
debut SOUR (2021), but a little darker. What 
do you think the colour signifies to the artist? 
Which songs do you think illustrate Rodrigo's 
‘darker’ lyrical ideas (in comparison to others 
on GUTS, or if you know them, the tracks on 
her debut)? 


TAYLOR SWIFT folklore (2020) 


2) Taylor Swift co-wrote and co-produced 
many of fo/klore's songs with her long- 

time collaborator Jack Antonoff, and also 
several songs with a musician with whom 
she'd never worked in The National's Aaron 
Dessner. But there's only one song on folklore 
which was produced by both Antonoff and 
Dessner. Can you find which one it is? 


2) The track Exile is a co-written duet 
between Swift and Justin Vernon (Bon lver). 
Vernon is also credited as contributing “pulse” 
to one other song — which is it? Listen to the 
track - do you think it is Vernon's actual pulse 
(or heartbeat), or do you think ‘pulse’ refers to 
another element within the track? 


@ The Beatles split up 54 years ago, but they 
maintain a popularity unlike any other band in 
history. Why do you think that is? 


IAN MOSS 
a 


FOR MUSIC 
LOVERS 


IAN MOSS 


GREEN DAY SLEATER-KINNEY 


Deluxe edition 2CD set includes live recordings 
from the Rivers Run Dry Tour in August 2023. 
They offer a captivating glimpse into Moss and 
his band's infectious musical energy. 


Sleater-Kinney returns with 
Little Rope, one of the finest, most 
delicately layered records in the 
band's 30-year career. 


Green Day return with Saviors, 
produced by American Idiot and 
Dookie Grammy winning producer 
Rob Cavallo. 


JB HI-FI 


CHOICE 


DAN SULTAN 


cn 
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- ie TAY DOR'S VERSION 


DAN SULTAN 


JB Hi-Fi AU 
i Exclusive Violet Vinyl 


CAT POWER 


SINGS DYIAN DIMA’ SS 


Hi-Fi AU Exclusive 
sraaaiteont boll Vinyl 


‘ CAT POWER SINGS DYLAN DRAA’ 


“ 
4 


CATPOWER aS LANA DEL REY 


Cat Power Sings Dylan: How Many Dreams? Did you know that there’s a tunnel 
The 1966 Royal Albert Hall Concert under Ocean Blvd 
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ANOHNI AND THE JOHNSONS JEN CLOHER THE NATIONAL 
My Back Was a Bridge for You to Cross | Am the River, the River Is Me First Two Pages of Frankenstein 


Available at 


y $ 
JB Hi-Fi AU Exclusive 
Fuschia Purple Vin \ 

VAN 
ng to Give Each Other 


IAN MOSS 


| STEPHEN SAyeHEZ | 


“ANGEL 


FACE” 


STEPHEN SANCHEZ, 


“ANGEL 
FACE” 
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JB Hi-Fi AU 
Exclusive Pink Vinyl (eeeosn: 
IAN MOSS GRETTA RAY STEPHEN SANCHEZ 
Rivers Run Dry Positive Spin Angel Face 


a BA: 
JBHi-FiAU 
Exclusive Clear Vin y a 
PARAMORE QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE ROMY 
This Is Why In Times New Roman Mid Air 


Most titles on CD and vinyl while stocks last 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


PAUL WELLER 


(1993) 


With hundreds of tracks 
from which to construct 
the perfect setlist, Paul 
Weller’s upcoming 
Australian-exclusive 
Sydney Opera House 
shows -— on 9, 10, and 12 
Feb 2024 — are bound to 
be unmissable! 


MUSIC FEATURE 


In 1989, when he was aged 31, the 
sartorially sublime superstar Paul Weller — 
formerly of The Jam and The Style Council 
- found himself without a band or record 
deal for the first time since he was 17. 

Wild, right? 

Fast forward five years and this true 
master of reinvention was stepping into 
his full power as a solo artist with the 
release of Wild Wood, which came out 30 


years ago this month. 

To celebrate, why not pick up a limited 
edition reissue on sexy green vinyl? Learn 
more about the Modfather’s career- 
defining second solo LP below. 


also co-produced Weller’s 
self-titled debut solo album, 
released the previous year 

— has recalled that 

the album track Has 
My Fire Really Gone 
Out? was written 
shortly after Weller 
read a harsh ‘where did 


Recorded at The Manor — Richard Branson's 
studio in the Oxfordshire village of Shipton- 
on-Cherwell — Wild Wood took 

an unexpectedly mellow detour 
into pastoral sonic terrain, also 
drawing inspiration from the Surrey 
countryside of Weller’s childhood. 


Another Wild Wood highlight, All the 
Pictures on the Wall chronicles the 
breakdown of Weller’s relationship 
with singer/The Style Council member 
Dee C. Lee. The couple married in 1987 

and divorced in 1998, but Weller has 

acknowledged all was not well between 
them (“| was not happy in my marriage; | 


Fact: Weller 
rocks the best 
barnet in the biz 
to this day. 


Traffic is often cited as a reference point for 
Wild Wood, and although Weller has agreed 
that the Birmingham band was “definitely an 
influence’ he also cheekily added, “| mean, 
people were probably saying that because it 
had a flute on it!” 


Wild Wood's co-producer Brendan Lynch — who 


it all go wrong?’-style article 
about himself. But the Modfather remembers it 


differently, and stated during a recent interview: 


“It was me just taking the p-ss, really. Because 
| was written off, especially from the late-Style 
Council onwards. And on that first album, there 
were some shocking reviews. Y'know, saying, 
‘He's over... he’s finished’ | was like, ‘Really? 


We'll fing see about that’ That always puts the 


fight in me, which is a good thing.” 


In 2004, Franz Ferdinand didn't just release a song, they detonated 

a musical grenade. Jake Me Out was the Scottish act's second ever 
single, and sent post-punk fans into reverie with its angular, unflappable, 
dance rock feel (including a bold tempo change mid-song). Frontman and 


songwriter Alex Kapranos said the track was inspired by 2001 Jude Law- 

starring war drama Enemy at the Gates. "It felt like a very good metaphor 
for the kind of romantic situations that we sometimes find ourselves in," 

Kapranos said in an interview last year. The self-titled debut from which the 
song comes won the then fourpiece the 2004 Mercury Music Prize, and 
was nominated for Best Alternative Album at the Grammy Awards. 


thought we'd lost whatever it was”) while he 

was working on his second solo album, which 
prompted him to pen this magnificent falling- 

out-of-love song. @ 


> The vinyl reissue of 

by Paul 
Weller is out now via 
Universal. 


Franz Ferdinand in the Terry Gilliam-esque semi- 
animated clip for Take Me Out (2004) 
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MUSIC FEATURE 


There's nothing quite like taking home some fresh vinyl 
and putting it on the turntable for the first time. It’s a total 


experience. Each month we pull together a collection of 
reissues, JB-exclusives, or just straight-up classic long- 
players to add to any burgeoning collection. 


Words Zoé Radas, Paul Jones 


TEA & SYMPATHY (2005) 


"Up so early feel so bright/ Didn't get much sleep last night,” Bernard 
Fanning beamed atop guitars that dipped and swung like the lyrical 
swallows which flit through this first single from the Powderfinger 
frontman — and we were smitten. Fanning crafted his debut solo album 
Tea & Sympathy as a response to several things knocking around 
in his mind: the death of his brother to cancer; his perception he 
couldn't explore this particular musical direction within the confines 
KatSyupaty of his mega-successful band; his exasperation with John Howard's 
2004 federal election win; the end of a 12-year romantic relationship; 
a reaction to the hardcore sound of mainstream bands supported by large-scale Oz festivals, and 
more. What resulted was a collection which quickly gained a foothold as immensely significant in 
the Australian musical landscape. It showcased the true breadth of artistry hitherto locked up in the 
musician's head, giving us profound lyrical depth, melodic richness and surprise, poignant storytelling, 
and, of course, Fanning’s emotive and wiry vocals. The record is radiant with introspective themes of 
love, loss, and self-discovery, capturing a raw authenticity that struck a chord with listeners across 
sual genre lines. Critically acclaimed and snagging three ARIAs, Tea & Sympathy not only solidified 
Fanning as a formidable solo artist, but cemented him a gilded spot 
in Australian music history. 


TOP TRACK: VWVish You Well 


FAST FACT: Wish You Well arrived in Fanning’s mind after he woke 
p one morning and noticed swallows flying around outside his 
window. “I was in an unusually positive frame of mind,” he’s said 
of that moment 


LED ZEPPELI ce 7 ae ees eee 2 


CRYSTAL CLEAR VINYL 
| YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY 


=) DELUXE 20TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 1806M VINYL 

” As far from his days in the 
UK indie pop band T! 
Housemartins as you could get, 
orman Cook, or Fatboy Slim, 
was at the forefront of the ‘90s 
big beat sound. The follow-up 
to debut Better Living Through 
Chemistry, You've Come a Long 
Way, Baby stormed 1998 like an 
electronic maelstrom, ripping 
through the charts with massive dancefloor fillers, Right Here, ; 
Right Now, The Rockafeller Skank, and Praise You. This cracking ; ¢ 1989 
reissue features a six-page booklet with a timeline and sleeve : (Taylor's Version) 
notes written about the story behind the album's creation and a 
12" display card. 
TOP TRACK: The Rockafeller Skank 


FAST FACT: The album was created using an Atari ST computer, 
floppy discs, and Creator software. 


oO 


” Midnights 


; Speak Now 
(Taylor's Version) 


PRIMITIVE MAN (1982) Be 
Iconic and affecting, Great : . ! 
Southern Land, with its i Utopia 
haunting synth and droning : 6 
hel > guitar remains as powerful four = E Folklore (In the 
decades later as it did opening : va 
Primitive Man back in 1982. : Tsetse 
Searching for his songwriting : 7. 
talents following the break-up : Red (Taylor's 
of his band, Iva Davies found his Version) 
inspiration on the doorstep of Avalon-era Roxy Music, Ultravox, : 8 
7 : and Gary Numan. A beautifully produced album, Davies crafted : * AQ 
TOP TRACK: : a suite of sophisticated synth-pop songs from the global hit Hey —_: AM 
FAST FACT: ; : Little Girl to the atmospheric Trojan Blue. Melodic, lush, and : 
= experimental, Primitive Manis a timeless Aussie classic and a : L 
worthy addition to any vinyl collection. : GUTS 


TOP TRACK: Great Southern Land i 10. 


FAST FACT: The band was initially called Flowers but decided to E Greatest Hits 
change their name to Icehouse, the name of their debut album, ; 
after a legal conflict of interest with Scottish band, The Flowers. 


BEST OF 2ZO2Z23 


Pile up your plate: it doesn't get any more gourmet than our delectable 
selection of choice cuts! From indie-rock to electronic, metal, country, and hip- 
hop, these are the titles we've been gorging on over the last 12 months. 


oé Radas, Jeff Jenkins, Jacqui Picone, Alex Burgess, Bryget Chrisfield, Trista McConville 


Anohni and the 
Johnsons 

My Back Was a Bridge for 
You to Cross 

British-born and 
New York-residing, 

= revered singer 
SS songwriter Anohni 
has crafted another masterpiece 
in her sixth album My Back Was A 


Bridge for You to Cross, her first 
On her new offering, Anohni diligently renews 
her response to the world, finding a thrilling 
and new soundscapes which dip their fingers 
into the soul, experimental and folk arenas. 
I Am the River, the River Is Me 
In embracing the convergence of 
ian the term ‘takatapui’, Jen Cloher 
started on a richly rewarding path 
previous album was an exercise in reclaiming 
their identity, / Am the River, the River Is Me is 
what they stand for, empowering and inspiring 
in equal measure. 
First Two Pages of Frankenstein 
On the beloved Ohio indie-rockers’ 
complex understanding of how the 
bold addition of something outside 
most splendid of ways. Think balsamic vinegar 
on perfectly ripe strawberries. Will you enjoy 


since 2016's acclaimed Hopelessness. 
rapport between her always captivating lyrics 
Jen Cloher 

their Maori and queer identities in 
which inspired their new LP If Cloher’s 
an unabashed celebration of who they are and 
The National 

ninth album, The National display a 
the recipe can bring out the flavours in the 
this album? Only if you like music. 


Paramore This Is Why 
| Acleareyed and 
confident 
creation that 
feels like a 
superb culmination of all 
their previous records, This 
ls Why takes genre-definers 
Paramore to new heights. 
Spiky, sleek, and 
unapologetically bold, the 
Tennessee trio take their jagged and 
boisterous pop-punk roots and elevate them to 
a mature and clean offering, reflecting an act 
that have done their time and earned their 
stripes, in a genre that has seen many other 
artists of the era fall short. 


Queens of the Stone Age 

In Times New Roman 

By now you'd think we'd have 
figured out a way of explaining 
how these desert-rock shamans 
engineer their sonic sorcery. But 
then again, Queens of the Stone Age do not 
exactly operate in conventional territory. 
Whether it's Homme indulging his crooner core 
on Carnavoyeur, or guitar-neck contortions’ 
ear-piercing shrieks on Paper Machete, what 
remains constant is that bone dry, debonair 
aesthetic that’s served as the band’s signature 
since time immemorial. 


Romy Mid Air 

Romy Madley-Croft was the last of 
The xx trio to release a solo album, 
but Mid Air was worth waiting for. 

It's an LP of expansive, thrumming 
beauty, which celebrates the music scene that 
became Romy's home, and communicates two 
primary things: You don't have to be forceful to 
have fortitude, and your community will be 


your life buoy. “| think the intention of just 
allowing a person to be, is what queer 
clubbing has given to me, and what I've 
watched it give to other people is that space,” 
she explained to us. 


Sampha Lahai 

| Lahai celebrates more than the 
wonder and enchantment of the 
human experience; it sifts 
through the beautiful chaos of 
our life's cycle, and also peers past It, into the 
vast, unknown space beyond. In contrast to 
Sampha's much-lauded but much more 
insular debut Process (2017), Lahaiis all 
about connections between humans, how 
we each reach for something beyond our 
immediate sphere, and the absolute beauty 
of that endeavour. 


Asking Alexandria 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

Ben Bruce and his merry band of 
metalcore men have presented 
their ninth album, a clamorous 
return to the band's origins while 
displaying evident maturation into several 
glowing, melodic pockets. “Metallica, Led 
Zeppelin, Queen, Nirvana, Soundgarden, 
Aerosmith, AC/DC... all the greats that we fell 
in love with as kids have greatly influenced 
this new album,” lead guitarist Bruce 
promised fans, and Where Do We Go From 
Here? certainly delivers: from anthemic lead 
single Dark Void to the hurricane force of the 
emotive Hold On to Something More, the 
English five-piece have nailed the brief. 


Bad Wolves Die About It 

From the moment they 
demolished the charts with their 
2018 cover of The Cranberries’ 
Zombie, LA heavy metal mavens 
Bad Wolves were out to show their original 
material was something special — and four 
albums later, that truth has never been more 
evident. Mercurial but with reins firmly in-hand, 
Die About It is an incredible display of masterly 
dynamics from the fourpiece, led with gusto by 
Daniel “DL’ Laskiewicz’'s elastic vocal that turns 
from fragile to commanding on a dime. 


From Ashes to New Blackout 
Serving as a thematic precursor to 
ma the hardcore act's 2016 debut Day 
baa One, From Ashes to New’s 
See Blackout glimmers with the vitality 
hat years of recording and touring experience 
have contributed to this fascinating fourpiece's 
art. Exploring the emotions which ravage the 
human experience in a pre-apocalyptic world, 
his album sees clean/unclean vocalist Danny 
Case deliver the performance of his life, while 
aps from sole remaining founding member 
att Brandyberry punctuate some soaring 
soundscapes. 


Angie McMahon 
Light, Dark, Light Again 
Brutally honest and totally 
captivating, Angie McMahon's 
second album reveals more layers 
to the Aussie artist's talent. Like 
the late, great Sinead O'Connor, McMahon's 
voice is all that’s needed to create a mood. And 
as the title suggests, her second album is a 
roller coaster of emotions. These are brutally 
honest songs about self-doubt, striving to stay 
positive and trying to find what works. Amidst 
the ache, McMahon is struggling to find the 
dance within. 


Genesis Owusu Struggler 
The ingenious Ghanaian-Australian 
artist Kofi Owusu-Ansah, AKA 
Genesis Owusu, has delivered a 
second album that presents as a 
curious joyride, and sheds some light on that 


scuttling anthropoid character he's been 
embodying. Struggler pedals its many legs 
relentlessly, boiling with lysergic energy — but 
Owusu's ideas always have one foot in the soil 
of lived experience: depression, racism, 
prejudice. 


Blink-182 One More Time... 
blink1g2, Maybe one of the most anticipated 
records in recent memory One 
©) More Time... is a staunch reminder 
= Enememe.| that Blink-182 are, and always will 
be, the pop-punk band. From their major label 
debut of Dude Ranch in 1997 to this, their ninth 


studio outing, the trio are responsible for more 
hits than word count will allow, and with One 
More Time..., the Californians have penned a 
true love letter to their roots. 


Busby Marou Blood Red 
Thomas Busby and Jeremy Marou 
craft music that speaks to the 
ephemeral, connected threads of 
biology and beauty in nature. The 
fifth album from the blues and roots act, Blood 


Red, is as vital as its title suggests, exploring 
the yearning for human bonds, the real 
experience of living on the land, and their 
appreciation for the ways music can wrap us in 
shared harmony. 


Luke Combs Gettin’ old 

On his second album in two years, 
Luke Combs maintains his position 
as one of country music’s most 
B= genuine and influential voices, 
delving into themes of love, family, and his own 
identity’s development. Gettin’ Old is the 
companion record fans of Growin’ Up (2022) 
were waiting for, and in the words of the artist, 
this collection of gems is all about “living in the 
moment, but still wondering how much time 
you have left.” 


Brad Cox Acres 

MSR] Crafting songs from his freshly- 
eee minted office on 100 acres of 
Central Queensland farmland, Brad 
x Cox's third album of country-pop 
nubigs firmly supports his belief that connection 
with the natural world is “the most important 
thing there is,” as he told us: "Crazy people are 
the ones that don’t get outside and smell the 
roses.” Hear the man’s stirring expressions of 
these ideas on the brilliant Acres. 


Holy Holy Cellophane 

The dudes with the preternatural 
ability to paint enveloping 
soundscapes of heart-squishing 
indie rock presented us with 
another belter in last year’s third quarter. On 
their fifth album, Timothy Carroll and Oscar 
Dawson showcased another enormous feather 
in their cap: the ability to (and fearlessness in) 
shimmying off the forces of expectation, and 
taking intrepid leaps into new realms of 


experimentation. 


FEATURE 


Fanny Lumsden Hey Dawn 

Fanny Lumsden is the bold, playful, 
. | dream auntie you wish would 
breeze in and remind you “the 
world didn't blow up when you 
didn't smile that time/ 'Cos there's actually no 
consequence for crossing imaginary lines” (the 
brilliant You'll Be Fine), mixing down-to-earth 
twang and mischievous femininity into an 
irresistible potion. Her melodies spring like 
popcorn ina skillet, and delightfully witty 
observations sit alongside fragile, disarming 
ballads of amazing candour. 


MAY-A 

Analysis Paralysis 

When MAV-A appeared seemingly 
out of nowhere as guest vocalist 
on Flume’s 2022 smash track Say 
Nothing (which yoinked the 
number one spot in triple j’s Hottest 100 that 
year), the hype train started its engines. Some 
knew the young Sydneysider from her debut 
EP of 2021, but it wasn’t until June of last year 
that the singersongwriter’s second EP — loaded 
with expansive, ‘90s-splashed guitarwork and 
relatable lyrics for the chronic overthinker — that 
her star burst into gear. The MAY-A train is well 
and truly on its way with Analysis Paralysis. 


BEST OF 2023 continued 


The Paper Kites At the Roadhouse 
Melbourne's The Paper Kites have 
always dreamt big, and that 
beautiful proclivity gets its 
brightest stage yet on the band's 
sixth album, a sprawling affair: double vinyl, 16 
tracks. The opening cut, Midnight Moon, sets 
the scene: “Take me down to that roadhouse,” 
Sam Bentley sings, a reference to the old 
building in Victoria's Campbells Creek, which 
the five-piece converted into an American-style 
roadhouse to make this warm, inviting, 
stunning record. 


Pink 
Trustfall (Deluxe Edition) 
f P!Ink’s voice is the puppet master 


in the middle of these arena- 
enormous tracks, most of them 
sweeping around the bittersweet 
neck of the woods with lashings of reverb on 
the vocals. The artist has declared that Trustfall 
is about necessary change, feeling all of the 
emotions deeply, and gratitude between 
humans. “We will fight for everyone to have a 
eason to dance,” she writes, and Trusttfall 
communicates that avowal with total belief. 


Travis Scott Utopia 

On Utopia, Houston rapper 
and producer Travis Scott 
pulled out every stop he 
could get his mitts on, and 
came up with a true supernova of an 
album which eclipses even its own 
predecessor — 2018's Astroworld — in 
scope. Immaculately produced and 
lavishly decorated with guest stars 
including Kid Cudi, SZA, The Weeknd, 
Beyoncé, and even English maestro of 
mood James Blake, Utopia sets Scott 
on top of the ambient hip-hop food 
chain. 


SZA sos 


SZA was already a 
Grammy-nominated star by 
the time her second album 
became the longest- 
running number one female record of 
the decade, and the first R'n'B release 
to enjoy its first seven weeks of 
existence at the zenith of the charts 
since 1987 (that'd be Whitney 
Houston's Whitney). But with SOS, the 
St Louis singersongwriter has crafted a 
sublimely experimental journey, 
cementing the honey-voiced musician 
as an eclectic ninja and expert in 
weaving grunge, lo-fi beats, soul, and 
melodic rap into a work of staggering 
emotional proportions. 


Tyler, the Creator 
Call Me If You Get Lost: The Estate Sale 
@ It's a rare artist whose album 
»| leftovers turn out to be gourmet 
F =) meals in their own right, but this is 
the reality with which we're faced 
on The Estate Sale version of Tyler, the 
Creator's Call Me If You Get Lost. This edition 
includes all the original album's impeccable 
tracks (knitting hip-hop, jazz, soul, and reggae 
into a formidable tapestry) plus eight new cuts 


which serve as a welcome continuation of the 
narrative’s arc. An immensely clever, self- 
reflective, and often hilarious jaunt through the 
artist's career to date, Tyler has never been 
more enthralling than on this astonishing 
record. 


Cat Power 

Cat Power Sings Dylan: 

The 1966 Royal Albert Hall Concert 
Chan Marshall — AKA Cat Power — 
doesn't cover songs; she reinvents 
them, with a profound and elegant 
understanding of how to 
meaningfully reinterpret an artist's work. In her 
exploration of the American Songbook's nooks 
and crannies, the iconic musician has turned 
her hand to one very particular live event: Bob 
Dylan's seminal Royal Albert Hall show of 1966. 
This 15-track record includes Marshall's 
reimaginings of that setlist, including Mr 
Tambourine Man, Like a Rolling Stone, and Just 
Like a Woman. 


DMAS How Many Dreams? 

On How Many Dreams”, intelligent 
wordplay is enhanced by DMAS 
uncommon talent for elevating 
those everyday life events that 
barely register in our consciousness, and 
recasting them in a light worthy of our 
attention. It's what makes songs like Fading 
Like a Picture capable of eliciting such vivid 


imagery, and means 217 Year Vacancy is 
successful in exploring its spectrum of 
emotions with a relatable sentiment. How 
Many Dreams? is a sparkling achievement from 
the adored Sydney three-piece. 


Lana Del Rey 

Did You Know That There's 

a Tunnel Under Ocean Blvd 

There's no getting past the fact 
that Lana Del Rey is her 
generation’s musical poet laureate. 
Her ninth album is a mystical, 
mythological plait of spiritual Americana and 
stellar songwriting, on which wisps of 
enigmatic thought escape through splits that 
she's deliberately left unmended. Don't go into 
this one expecting to get out unscathed, or 
indeed get off the carousel whenever you wish; 
Lana's ability to bewitch knows no bounds. 


Ian Moss 
Rivers Run Dry 
Diesel has a beautiful description 
of lan Moss’ guitar playing: 
“Heaven's coming through his 
hands.” And his playing is intuitive 
and inventive, refusing to follow a script. It’s 
hard to fathom that it's 50 years since Cold 
Chisel started; Mossy's guitar work is as 
expressive as ever, and his vocal remains pure 
and fresh. Rarely has a rocker aged so 
gracefully, and Rivers Run Dry is testament to 
the fact. 


Olivia Rodrigo Guts 

The messy, pivotal, and all-so- 
sudden experience of being a 
teenage girl has so rarely been 

L reflected upon quite as starkly as 
we get to hear on Guts, Olivia Rodrigo’s 
sophomore album. Stand-outs include 
ballad-turned-punk-opera Vampire, astonishingly 
candid admission of that special kind of 
girl-jealousy Lacy, and the syncopated party 
stomp Get Him Back!, but every one of these 
tracks holds a special spot in the well-rounded 
collection. 


Gretta Ray Positive Spin 

The diamond on Gretta Ray's 
second album Positive Spin is Dear 
Seventeen, a brutally honest letter 
to her younger self about writer's 
block, body image, dating older men, still loving 
Taylor Swift, and money. The soundtrack to this 
quarterlife crisis is thrilling, intelligent pop. 


Stephen Sanchez Angel Face 

° *| There are concept albums, and then 
there's Stephen Sanchez’s Angel 
Face. The 21-yearold Californian’s 
debut traces the tale of fictional 
alter ego The Troubador Sanchez: his rise to 
crooning, swooning fame in the late 1950s; his 
star-crossed relationship with a gangster’s 
girlfriend; and his tragic downfall. It's tts own 
sweeping romance, worthy of a Gable-Gardner 
double bill — and if Sanchez’s famous fans 
(cough - Elton John - cough) are anything to go 
by, his star may just reach that high. 


Dan Sultan Dan Sultan 
Dan Sultan has always been a 
great performer, with genuine 
charisma and presence. With his 
fifth album of August last year, he 
arrived as a songwriter. The ARIA-winning Dan 
Sultan is the story of survival and resilience, 
delivering songs that will be ringing — and 
stinging — in your ears. 


Taylor Swift 1989 
(Taylor's Version) 

9 Almost ten years on 
from its original 
release, 1989 got its 
L Taylor's Version 
makeover last year — and with the 
confidence of age, Swift's vocals 
give a truly powerful shot of 
adrenaline to songs including 
Shake it Off, Blank Space, and Bad 
Blood. The album which became 
Swift's defining crossover 
moment from country-pop starlet 
to bona fide popstar has been 
expanded from 13 to a massive 21 
tracks, including five previously 
unreleased ‘from the vault’ cuts. 


The Kills God Games 
i. Jamie Hince and Alison Mosshart 
ew | are back with a flaming sword of 
‘D vengeance! Both members of the 
j indefatigable duo added to their 
skill sets before creating their sixth record: 
Hince taught himself how to use ProTools, and 
encouraged Mosshart “to buy this 100-dollar 
keyboard and try to write”; we're tipping 
Mosshart used this instrument to create the 


juvenile, cute-yet-creepy, The Addams 
Family-esque keys hook that adds levity to the 
dark and sinister Wasterpiece: "You're VIP in 
the hall of fame/ I'm RIP on the walk of 
shame...” Wow, we certainly hope they paused 
to celebrate that stroke of lyrical genius! 


The Rolling Stones 
Hackney Diamonds 
ROHS 4] The ageless octogenarian 

we rock'n’roll rebel gang's first album 
GS of original material in 18 years, 

produced by the in-demand 

Andrew Watt, features both Stevie Wonder and 
Elton John on piano. 
Opening with killer first single Angry, we gotta 
love a whispered “one-two-three-four” intro; 
ears can familiarise with the singer's timbre 
alone. That's a Start Me Up-level infectious riff - 
classic Keef! Mess /t Up is a catchy, you-done- 
me-wrong rant, which navigates the bitterest 
end of a dalliance gone too long, and teeters 
on the truth-telling/just being hurtful boundary. 
Swaggering stuff. 


Troye Sivan 

Something to Give Each Other 

Troye Sivan has always been a 
sensitive and nuanced voice on 
queer love experiences, and with 
his third album we find his feet 
planted firmly on the dancefloor. Led by Rush, a 
piano-stabbed dance track with an irresistible 
gang vocal chorus ("| feel the rush/ Addicted to 
your touch"), Something to Give Each Other 
serves heart-splitting moments delivered via 
the thumping thrill of the club. © 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 


MUSIC REVIEWS 


ERUUNDISP/y 


We take a studied gaze into the latest vinyl reissues available, in-store and online (while stocks last)! 


Originally released in 1996, Man retains all the 
streetwise sophistication and rebellious ‘tude 
that we've come to expect from she who doth 
“always hang in a buffalo stance’ 
minus the rapping. 
Man's pensive 
centrepiece is 7 Seconas, 


Neneh Cherry 2 The Cranberries 


It was a great title for a debut 


album. And soon this Irish band 


had joined their idols on the radio, selling Universal also 


N'Do stihl oe cL ae eae millions of aloums and lingering in the ba eee 
5 ur, whi ' e Cranberries’ 
Hot tip: i ‘ Attacks trip-hop classic charts TO ere Or yeate: F 
the Senegalese singer/composer's ‘ Th th t debuts of th third album, 
Be sure to also 1994 album The Guide (Wommat) Blue Lines was also partly ZA icine 1996's To the 
check out Anohni’s :  -“And when a child is born into this funded by her early peace etbecok Dalene ae Faithful Departed 
breathtaking world/ It has no concept/ Of the tone thalt success: cll aa ea ala tered 
interpretation ofthe skin is livin’ in...” — this trilingual Mig cy ha tae aaa or a all 
Woman, which global hit's title/chorus lyrics refer to the ' aes Ee ope hake ", 
appears on first moments of a child's life. introd ae ae to the mesmerisin 
Cherry's excellent With its paranoid, dub-noir beat, her Tricky co-write oo se. aoiaen ie ae ° 
2022 collabs Together Now shows up on Cherry's Bristolian buddy's seemed to float, but it was-aleo capable of 
ten The unofficial second record — self-titled under his Nearly God piercing your Eaart The Cranberries sound 
ersions. moniker and released earlier in 1996 — as well. : 
° ‘ : was pop meets alternative rock, with a 
5 There's vee pie acteeae Ms ae : tinge of cuteness and a dose of darkness. And this album is a 
pIOwnhs 1966 hit, /t's a Mans Man's ane NOE d, story of ambition. "You wanted it all,” O'Riordan sings in Still 
In Man's ae tas single a ( oe S¢ : Can't, “and they'll come true,” she predicted in Dreams. The 
ak - Ets = aa hae d... a pes ide Cranberries kept doing it for seven more studio albums, selling 
of Marvin Gaye's Trouble Man from his soundtrac : 50 million records. But O'Riordan also foreshadowed the dark 
to oa a : side of fame in Linger. "| thought nothing could go wrong, but | 
JUNI YE ul ae y : was wrong.” 
third LP is genre fluid - blues, folk, trip hop, The Cranberries disbanded after 2019's /n the End, the year 


alt-rock — and even spotlights flamenco guitar 


: aie ae after O'Riordan died at the age of 46. It was a tragic loss. For 
(Golden Ring). A snapshot of limitless creativity 


proof of her greatness, look no further than this dazzling debut. 


that places Neneh Cherry — an important, singular Thirty years after it was first released, this record — now lovingly 
: issued on dark green vinyl — is testament to her remarkable 
talent. (Universal) Jeff Jenkins 


CCRC Cle voice — on top where she belongs. 
Woman (1936) (USM) Bryget Chrisfield 


IES" 


.E.M.'s Automatic 
ae the People (1992) 


AUTOMATIC b THE PEOPLE 


Michael Stipe in the clip for The 
Sidewinder Sleeps Tonite (1992) 
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Electric Soup Back to Black 


electric soup 


the singles collection 
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Tea & Sympathy 


Tea & Sympathy Beerbongs & Bentleys 


*While stocks last 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 
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e 
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Getting front row at my first ever concert 


despite being late. It was to 
see Panic! At the Disco, and 
it was the best night ever. 


Yung Gravy's Marvelous, 
or Beyoncé's Renaissance. 
Both are bangers. 


Middle Kids 
Faith Crisis Pt 1 


Infinity on High by Fall Out Boy. It 
was the soundtrack to every single 
road trip as a kid, and it never gets 
old. There's not a single bad song on 
that album, and I'll die on that hill. 


| do! Admittedly, it started with 

me seeing a vinyl that just looked 

cool before | even had a record 
player, and it grew from there. It expanded 
by constantly seeing albums | love and 
spiraled from there — the deals are too 
good. 


PITBULL GREATEST HITS 


When | worked 
in stores — back 
when we had 

a CD player 

— choosing 

the music for 
the day was my favourite part. Around 
Christmas time, when you'd hear all of the 
shops around you playing dull Christmas 
music, I'd put on Pitbull's 
Greatest Hits and it genuinely 
made every day so fun. 

Now that I'm in Support 
Office, getting to enjoy the 
STACK Kitchen Sessions is 
the highlight. (Also the staff 
discount on music and music 
merch is definitely a perk of 
working at JB!) 


RELEASE DATE: FEB 16 2024 


SPECIAL OFFER: Pre-order online 


and get a slick card signed by Middle 

é ; 5 ROD 
Kids! Online pre-order only, while STEWART 
stocks last. J00LS HOLLAND 


MING 


Offer ends 15/2/2024* 


Check out the cool new 
merchandise available in 
JB stores now! 


This month, grab yourself a slipmat 
that redefines your DJ style! Spin 
beats with vibrant visuals including 
the Stax Records logo, Milton 
Glaser's famously kaleidoscopic 
rendition of Bob Dylan, the erratic 
grooves of Joy Division's Unknown 
Pleasures artwork, and more! 


Clockwise from top: Stax, Bob Dylan, 
The Ramones, David Bowie, Joy Division 


Rod Stewart with Jools Holland 

Swing Fever 

RELEASE DATE: FEB 23, 2024 
SPECIAL OFFER: Pre-order online 
and get a bonus packet of four Swing 
Fever drink coasters! Online pre-order 


only, while stocks last. Offer ends 
22/2/2024* 


*Please note that bonus offers are ONLY available online at www.jbhifi.com.au and only during the pre-order period. All offers are subject to availability, while stocks last. 
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</A> 
CONNIE KOVOS 
@ JB Chirnside Park, vic 


at he k thir 
The atmosphere at JB is h st 
incredible. | love my JB fam and I'm just so 
grateful to work with so many like-minded and 
quirky personalities. Also, being able to work 
amongst products that I'm passionate about 
and then confidently recommending these 
items to customers. 


his western costume? 

Who in 1979 directed 
a film that featured the 
Anderson Sisters (Andrew 
Sisters lookalikes) singing 
in a WWII dance hall? 

Who ina 1991 movie 
portrayed a dishwasher 
who befriends a blind 
photographer? 

Which actor was the 
first triple-Oscar winner? 

Which film director 
has won the most Best 
Director Oscars? 

What was the first 
MGM film to be released 
in Cinemascope? 


pafflers @ 


Which famous 1929 
German novel has been 
filmed twice for the big 
screen and once as a 
television movie? 

In 1968, which actor 
committed suicide by 
throwing himself out of his 
hotel window still wearing 


To Be or Not to Be (1983) 


Cuban Rebel Girls (1959) starring Errol Flynn Baseball 
The Lady from Shanghai (1947) A8. The Fine Young Cannibals 
directed by Truffaut 


The Little Mermaid. | have 
nothing but fond memories of 
this movie. It was released the year 
| was born, and | watched it all through my 
childhood and still enjoy it as an adult. 


ana yé 
Tron: Legacy. | love everything about this movie, 
from the way it was filmed to the loveable 
characters. The idea that we could one day play 
within a game to this extent just astounds me. 
The light elements and how this movie was 
filmed really make you believe you are within the 


1) 


game. 


Firefly is an all-time favourite of mine (and its 
follow-up movie Serenity). This series has a bit of 
everything: romance, comedy, space travel, the 
Wild West, and Nathan Fillion. It's just a bit of fun 
with some great serious elements too. 


Earlier this year, | stumbled upon an incredible 
show called Brave New World; this also falls 
under my favourite genre of futuristic/sci-fi. The 
show peers into a seemingly perfect world that 
governs emotional regulation until its borders are 
shattered by outsiders. The show has amazing 
audio and visuals and | just loved its whole vibe. 


The Dakota building 
in New York is where 
John Lennon was fatally 
shot. It's also where a 
young couple move in and 
are befriended by their 
elderly neighbours in what 
movie? 

“Life's greatest 
tragedy is not to be loved” 
is a quote from which 
1955 “romantic weepie” 
movie? 

What do House of 
Wax, Kiss Me Kate (both 
1953), and Dial M for 
Murder (1954) have in 
common? 


Clint Eastwood directed Bird in 1988 
Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949) Cobra (Sylvester Stallone) 
Original Sin starring Jolie is a remake of Mississippi Mermaid 


In both movies the title character is never seen 
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FILMMAKER’S 


Syntes 


MICHAEL MANN 


With Ferraritearing up the big screen this month, 

and Heat 2 in development, at 80 years of age 
Michael Mann shows no signs of slowing down. The 
award-winning director whose work includes The 
Last of the Mohicans (1992), The Insider (1999), and 
Collateral (2004) is one of Hollywood's most respected 
and sought-after directors. His films arrive with high 
expectations and are often followed by accolades. 
Let's take a look at what defines a Michael Mann film. 


_— 


Dramatic lighting 

A Michael Mann film is a good-looking film, and one of his most 
common traits is his eclectic lighting designs. From bold nighttime 
cityscapes to flashy interior locations, Mann dresses his sequences 
with whatever drastic or vibrant lighting is required, resulting in bold 
backdrops for his characters. 


Realistic action 

Most filmmakers add sound effects in the post-production stage, 
but Mann is renowned for capturing many of his sounds live and 
in-the-moment. He has a particular penchant for gunfire, and what 
you hear in the film is usually what was recorded in the very same 


moment that you're watching. 


Creative control 

(Re-edits of requirements for home entertainment) 
Mann was one of the first filmmakers to be granted creative control 
over the home entertainment releases of his films. This not only 
includes alternative director's cuts, but also aspect ratios. At his 
insistence, The Insider(1999) was one of the first 2:31:1 letterbox 
aspect ratios presented on VHS. 


The Hunger Games: The Ballad of 
Songbirds and Snakes arrives next month, 
along with Blumhouse’s creepy animatronic 
fright flick Five Nights at Freddy's. Also, expect to 
see (or not see) John Cena and Alison Brie in the 
action-packed comedy Freelance. 


Mb) 


Not final artwork 


*, 


Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six is currently in the early stages 
of production and will be a direct sequel to Without 
Remorse (2021) starring Michael B. Jordan, which was 
itself a spin-off, and the sixth entry in Clancy's Jack 
Ryan cinematic universe. Jordan is set to reprise his role 
of John Kelly, a character previously played by Willem 
Dafoe and Liev Schreiber in Clear and Present 
Danger (1994), and The Sum of All Fears (2002), 
respectively. John Wick director Chad Stahelski 
is signed to direct, with the script being adapted 
from the original techno-thriller novel (and not the 
popular video game series). 
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THIS MONTH at 


Scan QR code to follow account 


od TikTok 


Make sure you get involved 
and follow us on: 


What you've been loving 
on socials this month: 


Dr. Strangelove 


Or: How | Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb 


Regardless of the fact that Stanley Kubrick's seminal Cold War 
satire turns 60 this year, the film remains as relevant and edgy as 
ever. Starring cinema greats such as Peter Sellers, George C. Scott, 
and James Earl Jones, Dr. Strangelove is considered by many to 
be Kubrick's best, and consistently ranks highly on “Greatest of 

All Time” movie lists. The film outrageously mocks military nuclear war strategy, 
depicting an impending doomsday with brazen ridicule: essential viewing in any era. 
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Billed as a party game for horrible 
people, check your political correctness 
at the door for a session of awkwardness 
and despicableness. This core game has 
been localised for Australia — as the 
makers put it, “to suit your vapid, fun- 
loving culture” — and couldn't be simpler. 
One player poses a question from a black 
card, others answer with their funniest 
white one. 
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Hin cards Ag 
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If you can’t get enough of the core Cards Against 
Humanity then expand away with this box that 
comes complete with a delightful bagel photo. 
While it departed the factory entirely actual 
bagel-free, it does contain 300 new cards to 

add to your standard pack, bulging with more 
opportunities to be as sick and twisted — and 
funny - as possible. 


You may have played Exploding Kittens with your 
kids before, but (hopefully) not this version! Very 
much adults-only, it’s still full of stuff like kittens 
and explosions, and remains dead easy to pick 
up, but the imagery on the cards is anything but 
child-friendly. The box may not meow, but it is 
packed with hours of diabolical card playing fun. 
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Take beer pong to the next 
level, by adding some 
fear! Packed with 215 
“outrageous” dares — on 
waterproof cards — and, of 
course, a pair of balls, just 
place a card under each cup 
(it technically doesn't have 
to be beer) and get going. 
Land a ball in an opponent's 
cup and they can perform 
the dare and keep 
their cup, or 


and drink its 
contents. 


“fa-~ 


EAR Poyg 


500 cards, and an old 
school egg timer — just 
add adults, the more 
garrulous the better! The 
role of judge rotates, 
with their turn involving 
holding up a card where 
they see the answer, 
while everybody else 


Batten down those hatches, 
as the team from the wild 
Cyanide & Happiness 
webcomic have escaped 
into the game world! And 
now it’s your chance to 
finish their comics off — 
pluck a random card, have 
your appointed judge pick 

a setup card then it’s up to 
you to bring the funny to the 
final panel with an ending 
card from your hand. 


a 
saunalet's 
uh 
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sees a rather nonsensical phrase. They must nut out what up to 
three cards are meant to represent to win the round before the 


timer runs out. 
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| Totally screen-free, take your text 
messaging offline with this party game 
that aims to have players concoct the 
most hilarious thread of texts. One player 
picks a “sent” card, and everybody else 

must compete 

som of with their “reply” 

cards, aiming 

to contribute 

the funniest, as 

adjudicated by 

one player who's 

appointed judge. 

Up to 20 players 

can join in the 

fun, too. 


New phone, 
Who dis? 
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The Cyanide & Happiness people return 
to the table with this game based on 

a classic conundrum. Moral dilemmas 
and murder are the order of the day, 

as one player takes the role of trolley 
(that’s “tram” to us) operator and must 
choose where the out-of-control vehicle 

must plummet, 

3 based on the 
other players’ 
arguments for 
being spared. 


Are you into unicorns? Are you also into 
destruction? Then this is the game for you! It's 
a test of strategy, in which you build an army of 
any of 20-plus magical unicorns, each of which 
possesses a special power. Be quick though, or 
your opponents will destroy that which you've 
built. Go for revenge - or get magic happening - 
to best your foes. _— 
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EXPLODING 


NSFW NSFW EDITION 


ADULT PARTY GAMES AVAILABLE INSTORE AND ONLINE AT 
JB HI-FI 
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IRON CLAW 


Zac Efron and Jeremy Allen White 
absolutely crush it in this true story of 
the Von Erich brothers, who dominated 
the intensely competitive world of 
professional wrestling in the early 1980s. 


Words Gill Pringle 


of their domineering father and coach — the four brothers 


sought immortality at a cost that none of them expected 
to pay. 


“The Von Erichs were magnets for attention, and the biggest 


Teves tragedy and triumph — and under the shadow 


Most of us have experienced that irrational fear rock stars in wrestling to ever come out of Texas,” says Efron, 

of swimming while the Kreepy Krauly is bus who portrays Kevin Von Erich. “They had a very quick rise, and 
t k 9 ah t PY Fs Y it ae they shone really bright. They were just dynamic athletes, all of 

SA NI LL magne SEU CLIMLG ATE TULE | Is eM) them. And then awful things started to happen.” 

be to take a dip in an actual haunted pool! Efron, 36, hit the gym to transform his body into a muscle- 


bound hulk. “It was one of the most challenging things 


Words Glenn Cochrane I've ever done physically,’ he reveals. “| started the most 


ever resting on 
their laurels, the 
purveyors of terror 


at Blumhouse deliver their 
latest fright flick, Night 
Swim, which chronicles 
a family who move into a : 
new house and discover a Director Bryce McGuire § 
supernatural presence in 
their backyard swimming pool. 

Like many effective horror films of late, Night Swim taps into 
a nostalgia that informs so much of our modern pop culture. 

“We set the cold open in the ‘80s in part because | wanted 
to evoke the feeling of nostalgia from older movies like 
Poltergeist, Christine, Burnt Offerings, or Jaws that inspired 
Night Swim," reveals director Bryce McGuire. 

The film stars Wyatt Russell (son of Kurt Russell and Goldie 
Hawn) alongside Kerry Condon (The Banshees of Inisherin). 

“Wyatt was a joy to work with, because he was completely 
fearless,” says the director, who also helmed the 2014 short 
film of the same name, on which Night Swim is based. 

“Without saying too much, he has to go to some extreme 
places in the movie and he was never self-conscious. He was 
game for anything, very selfless, and always thinking of the 


/ 
i 
. 


rigorous training and diet 


movie" programme that I've ever 
Careful not to provide spoilers, Russell explains the themes been on in my entire life. It 
that attracted him to the script. was very tough. But it was 
“| just love everything that the swimming pool represented: ultimately a really big insight 
how it gives life and takes it away, how it holds both good and for me into who Kevin was 
evil, and how it made for a refreshingly different approach to —just the dedication that he 
a genre story,” he says. Elaborating on his character's Multiple was willing to put into his physicality, into wrestling, and into his 
Sclerosis affliction, he continues: “I liked how his selfishness body. The way that he strove for perfection,” he says. 
and his misguided strategies for dealing with everything that With Holt McCallany in the role of patriarch Fritz Von Erich, 
comes with MS end up being the forces that drive him. He's Harrison Dickinson and Stanley Simons play David and Mike 
— ; a nice guy with a nice, Von Erich, respectively. 
normal family, dealing White, 32, admittedly was daunted when he first studied a 
with very real human picture of Kerry Von Erich in preparation for his role. 
dilemmas, but there's this “| thought | was in pretty good shape to start with, but Kerry 
little kernel of narcissism was something else,” laughs the actor who has swiftly become 
that leaves him vulnerable a household name from his role inTV drama The Bear. "So | 
to corruption, that can take did everything | could. | ate a lot more, lifted a lot. But Zac is 
| over his soul. It was just a definitely the most fit out of all of us, so | tried to keep him on 
| fun part to play.” © the other side of the room when | had a scene with him!" © 
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ACADEMY AWARD® BEST INTERNATIONAL FEATURE FILM 


OFFICIAL AUSTRALIAN ENTRY 


FROM EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 


CATE BLANCHETT 


While stocks last. 
‘© 2023 ORIGMA 45 PTY LTD, FILMFEST LTD AND SCREEN AUSTRALIA. 
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Martin Clunes and Julie Graham 
star as William & Mary in the classic 
British TV series, complete on DVD. 


VIAVISI@N 


All 78 episodes of the action-packed 
2015 remake of Thunderbirds, plus bonus 
documentary ‘No Strings Attached’. 


LITTLE WHITE LIES SCREEN DAILY VECINEMA 


harris 


dickinson 


lola 
campbell 


NEW TO DVD AT PL:LIEa] JANUARY 17 


Mild themes, 
violence and 
coarse language 


While stocks last. S 
© SCRAPPER FILMS LIMITED, BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION @ 
MADMAN 


AND THE BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE 2022. 
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Film Collection 1-4 
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The original 80’s slasher starring 
Jamie Lee Curtis and Leslie Nielsen, 
plus its three sequels in one 
gruesome collection. 


The 3 hilarious On The Buses films on 
Blu-ray for the first time worldwide, 
in a Limited Edition hardbox with a 
40-page booklet. 


RICE 
Ti 


—> 


4 PPor our dpsy os 


“so help me todd 
22 SEASON 1 


)—_ 69 


ae 5) 


On Blu-ray for the first time 
worldwide, this series is based 
on cult-classic series ‘Monkey’ 

produced from 1978 — 1980! 


JB AEFI 


This hit new legal drama is packed 
with mysteries starring Skylar Astin 
(Pitch Perfect). Season Two is on its 
way in 2024! 


The classic 1987 American concert, 
newly remastered from a 4K scan! 
Written and directed by Prince, 
bringing his hit album to life! 


* WHILE STOCKS LAST 
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Few movie franchises maintain theatrical stamina 
by the time they reach a tenth instalment, but the 
Saw series just keeps on dishing up the goods. 


Words Glenn Cochrane 


TACK caught up with director Kevin 
Seu and production designer 

Anthony Stabley to discuss the latest 
instalment and the legacy that precedes it. 

"There are a lot of explanations,” says 

Greutert when contemplating the endurance 
of Saw. "It's all kind of mysterious on the one 
hand, but there's a creative commitment on 
behalf of the team to really get it right. Tobin 
Bell really leads that charge, | think. You know, 
| would be embarrassed to go to Tobin with a 


script that doesn’t honour his work maximally.” 


"There's also that concept of self-sacrifice,’ 
adds Stabley, who was responsible for 
bringing Jigsaw's death traps to life. "The 
audience contemplates what they would be 
willing to do. And the traps are characters 
unto themselves, and it’s just so much 
fun creating these diabolical 
things. The devices in Saw X 
show no mercy,’ he adds 
with amusement. 

Tobin Bell has played 
the terminally ill serial 
killer John Kramer 
since the first film 
back in 2004, and 
with each instalment 
finding clever ways 
to bring him back, 


JANUARY 2024 ev 


even after death, the latest movie takes us 
back to the beginning, weeks after the original 
events. To remove any confusion, it’s essentially 
the new Saw II, or Saw 1.5 to be precise. 

Living up to the franchise's reputation for 
being disgusting and grotesque, Saw X serves 
up a smorgasbord of gnarly treats that ought to 
make even the steeliest of fans squirm. It is by 
far the most extreme and depraved chapter yet, 
which, of course, is every horror movie-maker’s 

wildest dream. 

"They're some of the most 
intense moments in cinema 
history,’ says Stabley. “We 
really revelled in the idea of 
taking from Mexican culture, 
and some ideas from torturing 
devices that were part of 
the Spanish Inquisition, and 

medieval times. And we 
tested each of these 
traps at least five to 
six times,” he reveals, 
assuring us that no 
cast or crew were 
harmed in the process. 
“We wanted to 
ensure that the actors 
were safe.” 
There’s a common 


-' 
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misconception many 

people share that horror 

filmmakers are disturbed 
individuals who must be 
psychopaths in real life. 

The reality is that most 

of them are regular, 

well-adjusted people 
with strong creative 
flair and a penchant for 
make-believe. In fact, 
some of the most iconic 
horror directors are scholars 
who enjoy fluffy Disney movies 
in their spare time. 

While filmmakers have a whole lot of fun 
when conceiving sick and twisted torture 
devices for movies, their enjoyment of creativity 
should never be misconstrued; it's also a lot of 
hard work. 

"It all has to work,” says Greutert of conjuring 
new ideas for human traps. “They do have 
to have some recognisable way out, and 
we do want the nature of the trap itself to 
metaphorically relate to the flaw or the crime of 
the subject that’s inside the trap.” 

Greutert has been with the series for 
several years, having directed Saw V/ 
(2009) and Saw 3D (2010), as well as 
editing most instalments, 

including the original. 

He laughs at the 

question of whether he 

has a personal ‘wince 
barometer’ for each 
film. “| mean, | know 
that | like it when | do 
wince,’ he confesses. "| 
know I'm doing something 

right. If I’m wincing, then 

somebody else is too.” © 
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It was 50 years ago that William Friedkin’s The Exorcist 
was released, shocking audiences around the world. Today, 
Halloween director David Gordon Green hopes to scare up a 
whole new audience with The Exorcist: Believer. 


Words Gill Pringle 


winning actress Ellen Burstyn reprises her 

iconic role as Chris MacNeil, an actress who 
has been forever altered by what happened to her 
daughter Regan five decades before. 

The new chapter sees Leslie Odom Jr’s (One Night 
in Miami) Victor raising daughter Angela alone, still 
grieving the death of his pregnant wife in a Haitian 
earthquake 12 years earlier. 

But when Angela and her friend Katherine 
disappear in the woods - only to return three days 
later with no memory of what happened to them - a 
chain of events is unleashed which will force Victor 
to confront the zenith of evil and, in his terror and 
desperation, seek out the only person alive who has 
witnessed anything like it before: Chris MacNeil. 

The film also stars Ann Dowd (The Handmaid's 
Tale, Hereditary) as Victor's neighbour, and Grammy 
winner Jennifer Nettles and Norbert Leo Butz as 
Katherine's parents. 

When The Exorcist (based on William Peter Blatty’s 
1971 best-seller) was released, it obliterated box offce 
records and earned ten Oscar 
nods, becoming the first 
horror film ever nominated 
for Best Picture. Starring 
Burstyn, Max von Sydow, 
and Linda Blair, it was a 
landmark moment in horror 
that changed the genre and 
moviegoing forever. 

“The original Exorcist 
film was groundbreaking for 


F: the first time since the 1973 film, Oscar 
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its time, and we wanted to honour the film with this 
continuation,’ says producer Jason Blum. 

“It's been 50 years and thousands of horror films 
since The Exorcist, so for us, it was about trying to go 
back to an unsettling and original story,’ he continues. 
“It was about trying to convey the horror that a 
parent can feel when their world — their only child — 
threatened, and trying to come to terms with how your 
beliefs might evolve when you are guiding someone 
through this unusual world.” 

Director Green goes further: “Demonic possession 
is a way that people can explore ideas of more relatable 
types of possession — internal struggles that we 

all have,” he says. “It's a sub-genre of 
horror that I'm drawn to because it 
explores those questions of, ‘Who am 
|? Who's within me? Are there things 
within me that my community might 
see as questionable? And, if so, can 
they pull something out of me through 
relationships, love, intervention?’ | find all 
these ideas really intriguing.” © 
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FEATURE MOVIE 
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COMPELS 
YOU! 


When The Exorcist 
stunned the world in 1974, 
the floodgates opened and 
a torrent of copycat movies 

poured out. Here are just 
some of the countless 
devilish counterfeits to 
have cashed in on William 
Friedkin’s success. 


Beyond the Door 
1974 
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Demon Witch Child 
1974 


Antichrist 
1974 


Exorcismo 
1975 


The House of - = 
Exorcism The Manitou 
1975 1975 
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Nicholas 
Braun and 
Emilia Jones 


Cat Person is adapted from a short story by 
Kristen Roupenian, published in The New Yorker 
magazine in 2017. It caught the attention of 
millions of readers and became a viral sensation 
on account of its realistic and relatable 


a. Vs! | depiction of modern dating for women. It also 
, rN ‘ generated fierce debate over its depiction of 
é > the male antagonist, and continues to be a 


contentious point of discussion. Roupenian’s 
subsequent work hit high demand, the writer 
earning a $1.2 million advance for her debut 
book (2019's You Know You Want This). She 
also went on to write the popular 2022 A24 film 
Bodies Bodies Bodies. 


“| hope that you can process it slowly... for the appealed most to Fogel, whose previous film, 
The Spy Who Dumped Me (2018), gave her 


rest of your life,” jokes director Susanna Fogel of _ dre-ccnidence 16 tackle eae on 


her new film Cat Person. "| think it's a bit of a high risk and 
reward thing,” she suggests. “It 


Words Glenn Cochrane Susanna Fogel wrote could be really botched, or it could 
2021's The Addams be incredible, depending on how it's 
ased on a viral short story, also has her own Family Zand co-wrote executed. And | like that challenge. 
B:: movie follows complicated ego about 2019's Booksmart. “| was thinking that so long as the 
college student the whole thing. It's person who is taking you through these 
Margot (Emilia Jones), who not just a story about different genres remains grounded and 
goes on a date with an a naive woman who's layered and authentic in their responses, then 
awkward admirer, Robert preyed upon, it's a story about a people can follow you through a lot of different 
(Nicholas Braun), only to r, woman who's trying to find her explorations and genres, and not feel like you're 
soon suspect that he's own power, and act as if she's telling a schizophrenic story.” 
not who he says he is. The He had more experience than she's When it came to pitching the project to studios 
film cleverly splices genres, ‘ . actually had.” and producers, Fogel explains that Cat Person's 
offering a comedic teen Amused that we're careful to mash-up of genres — and being unable to point to 
drama before taking a twisted Director navigate the conversation around a specifically comparable film — proved diffcult to 
subversion into the dark realms of Susanna potential spoilers, Fogel agrees that effectively convey. 
a thriller. EEE it's a tricky film to outline. Pivoting the “It's funny — it was really hard!” she says. 
Speaking with STACK, Fogel conversation and helping us skirt the “When you're pitching a movie, it's usually ‘It's 
discusses the story's relatability and the elements obvious giveaways, she explains some of the this, meets this, meets this'. But there wasn't 
she noticed upon first reading the script. story's ambiguity and how her team expanded a good example of something that was like 
“I really identified with Margot, in the sense upon the original short story. this, which | always think is a good thing, but it 
that what | liked so much about her was that “You know, where we wanted makes it harder to pitch. For this one, there were 
she's not just a victim,” Fogel explains. "She the story to go was just a place of elements of different movies. There 
Robert's psychology.” she says. was a lot of inspiration from [2017 
“We wanted to acknowledge psychological horror film] Get Out. 
his inner life, because you can't “In terms of the unveiling of the 
make a movie where there are different tones and the escalation 
two-dimensional physical human into madness, | always compare it, 
beings, and not give one of them pacing-wise, to Parasite [2019]. It 
a perspective.” starts out like a comedy of manners 
Crossing contrasting genres — an observational movie with some 
is a precarious venture, and so stuff that makes you uncomfortable — 
many films have failed the feat and then it escalates into something 
spectacularly. But the challenge completely different and you think, 


Geraldine Viswanathan and Emilia Jones of getting it right was what ‘Whoa! What did they just do?’” © 
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Director 
Craig Gillespie 


One real-life hedge fund 
manager featured in the film was 
so angry about Dumb Money being 
made that he sent threats to actor 
Nick Offerman, whose response 
was, “Guess that’s one person | 
won't be getting a Christmas 
card from, then.” 
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FEATURE 


COLUMBIA 


AVE THE WORLD 
COMIN TASER 
, 


Harry and Jack Cohn and 

their lawyer friend Joe 
Brandt started a small silent 
film business, which they 
named C.B.C. Film Sales 
Corporation (after the initial 
letters of their surnames). 
While Jack Cohn and Joe 
Brandt ran the business from 
New York, Harry Cohn, as head of production, 
moved to Hollywood and bought a small plot on 
Gower Street. 

Setting up the business on a shoestring with very 
little capital, Harry began producing one-reel shorts 
and low-budget comedies, which nevertheless 
proved popular with audiences over time. This early 
success allowed Harry to slowly expand by gradually 
acquiring the majority of Hollywood's Poverty Row 
studios. 

However, their company soon became universally 
recognised in the trade by its sobriquet, Corned 
Beef & Cabbage Pictures. A movie company could 
scarcely prosper under such a handicap, and Harry 
decided they needed a more dignified name. 
Subsequently, on January 10, 1924, C.B.C. was 
transformed into Columbia Pictures Corporation. 


[: 1920, New York brothers 


On the Waterfroht | 


In 1927, Harry employed Frank Capra, a former 
Mack Sennett affiliated comedy gag man and 
director, who was soon to make the name of 
Columbia famous throughout Hollywood. Practically 
every Columbia film directed by Capra over the next 
decade made a profit at the box office. Cohn realised 
he could not afford the large star 
lists of MGM and Paramount, and 
instead borrowed stars from these 
well-established studios. 

Such was the case in 1934, 
when he hired Clark Gable from 
MGM and Claudette Colbert 
from Paramount, who were 
both extremely angry at being 
loaned out to “a poor, Poverty 
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Words Bob J 


Row independent.” The film was /t 
Happened One Night, directed by 
Capra and completed in just four 
weeks. When released, it struck 
the film market with astonishing 
impact and continued showing for 
months in cinemas across the States. 
Furthermore, it became the first film to 
sweep the five major Oscars: Best Film, 
Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, 
and Best Screenplay. The industry's 


accolades and awards erased the Poverty Row 
stigma from Harry Cohn and Columbia forever. 


During his 38-year movie production career, Harry 


Cohn was responsible for an abundance of classic 
award-winning movies such as The Awful Truth, Born 
Yesterday, All the King’s Men, From Here to Eternity, 
On the Waterfront, and The Bridge on the River 
Kwai, as well as the creation of two of America’s 
most significant sex symbols: Rita Hayworth and 
Kim Novak. Columbia's famous trademark - the 
mysterious lady with the flaming torch - came to 
represent quality, sophistication, and craftsmanship. 

But Cohn also gained a reputation in the movie 
community that aroused extreme hatred and 
loyalty. Columnist Hedda Hopper called him “a 
sadistic S-O-B.” Actor Glenn Ford described him as 
“cruel, despicable, benevolent, compassionate and 
malevolent, all at the same time.” Yet director John 
Ford stated that "Harry Cohn was the kind of man 
whose nod and handshake were worth more than a 
contract drawn up by a score of lawyers.” 

One thing was certain: those who met and knew 
Harry Cohn never forgot him. When Cohn suddenly 
died in 1958, the whole movie industry attended his 
funeral, where actor Red Skelton famously stated, 

“It proves what Harry always said: ‘Give the public 
what they want, and they'll 
come out for it!” 

In September 1989, 
Columbia Pictures Corporation 
was sold to the electronic 
giant Sony for $3.4 billion. 
Sony retains the Columbia 
name and its famous logo to 
this very day. © 
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MOVIES & TW SHOWS 


TN 
> “BASPINBLY TENSE... LUKE DANNY BOYLE'S (27 HOURS 
RI ‘EXCEPT MORE BREATHLESS” % 4% 3 


“PACKED FULL OF IDEAS 
AND FIZZING ENERGY.” 


“INSANELY CHARMING,” 


THE DIVE 


Things get very tense in this claustrophobic 
deep-sea diving thriller based on the Norweigan 
film Breaking Surface. Don't let the whiff of a 
remake turn you off, because the original film's 
director has also written this new chiller, and 
brilliantly recaptures its urgency. It tells the story 
of two sisters on a weekend diving trip, who are 
thrown into a life-threatening situation when 
one is trapped at the bottom of the sea. It's 
intense, to say the least! 


THRILLER 


SCRAPPER 


ALL FUN AND GAMES 


This nail-biter follows a group of young 
siblings as they uncover the secrets of a 
demonic presence. While at a party, the kids 
play a scary game in which a summoned 
demon possesses the player's body. The rule 
is: if you lose the demon's games, you die — 
at least according to the legend. At its heart, 
All Fun and Games explores family trauma 
and the strength of siblings coming together. 
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BEAST TAMER: SEASON ONE 


*not final artwork 


ant 


Dominic 


tL on RCO em 


In the vein of Wild Rose (2018) and Eighth BEAST We; Kicked out of his Hero party, Beast Tamer 
Grade (2018), this heartwarming drama tells the TAMER ny Rein decides to set off on his own adventure, 
story of a little girl living alone, secretly, in an 4 and it doesn't take long until he runs into the 


apartment following the death of her mother. 
When her deadbeat father arrives to look after 
her, the two of them are forced to face some 
very harsh realities in building their relationship 
to avoid the foster care system. It's a beautiful 
and endearing comedic drama that will warm 
even the coldest of hearts. 


# 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


This gritty crime thriller starring Mel Gibson 
tells the tale of two narcotics agents hunting 
for a cop killer during a crack epidemic. Hoping 
for leads, Moran (Dominic Purcell) and Thornton 
(Nick Stahl) pay off a junkie informant. To 
provide for his wife (Kate Bosworth) and son, 
Moran involves the stool pigeon in a deadly 
scheme. This causes the partners to come under 
the scrutiny of a suspicious internal affairs 
agent, leading to an explosive finale. 


= 


THE ENGINEER 


Based on explosive true events, Emile Hirsch 
(Into the Wild) leads this action-packed thriller 
about the hunt for the mastermind behind the 
deadliest suicide bombings in history. As Israel 
is rocked by a series of terrorist bombings, a US 
senator's daughter is killed in an explosion. Now, 
an ex-Mossad agent must lead an elite, covert 
team to find the man responsible — the elusive 
‘Engineer’. Can they capture a madman before 
more innocent lives are lost? 


cat-eared girl, Kanade. Drawn to him after 
being saved from a vicious monster attack, 
this girl from one of the strongest species — 
the Cat Spirits — asks to be tamed by him. 
Having formed the contract, Rein’s new life 
as an adventurer begins! 


i 


BLUE LOCK: SEASON 1, PART 1 


Having finished 16th in the 2018 FIFA World Cup, 
Japan's desire for World Cup glory leads the 
Japanese Football Association to launch a new 
rigorous training program to find the national 
team's next striker. Three hundred high school 
players are pitted against each other for the 
position, but only one will come out on top. Who 
among them will be the striker to usher in a new 
era of Japanese soccer? 


i 


SHOWDOWN AT THE GRAND 


It's lights, camera and lots of action with Terrence 
Howard and Dolph Lundgren in this wild homage 
to cult movies and the B-movie action stars that 
made them! Proud movie theatre owner George 
Fuller must defend his family business from 
corporate developers alongside legendary action 
star Claude Luc Hallyday, as art imitates life in a 
showdown for the ages. With a combination of 
action and comedy, this movie is a parody of the 
cinema of old. 
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What's the best thing about working in games at JB? 


| get to be around something | love and enjoy in 
my workplace, which makes work feel a lot less 


like work. Getting to meet other likeminded people 
through my job is also awesome and makes for 
some fun conversation while helping them out. 


What's your earliest video gaming memory? 


My earliest memory is when | caught my first 
Lotad in Pokémon Sapphire. |t was shiny, and 
when every other Lotad | saw was blue instead of 
red | knew something was up. 17 years later | still 
have him on Pokémon Sword! 


What's your all-time favourite game or game series? 


Pokémon will always be a huge part of my 
life, because it was the first franchise | really 


committed to, but Final Fantasy has definitely 
been just as big a franchise for me growing up. 


What have you been playing most lately? 


After enjoying the beta for The Finals |’'ve done 
nothing but play the full release since It came out. 
I'm not usually an FPS guy, but The Finals offers 


a lot of fun features and build variety to help keep 
things interesting. The new Pokémon DLC might 
consume my life for a while though! 


You can only have one games console from any 
era - what would it be and why? 


| would have to choose the Nintendo DS/DS Lite 
because it gives me the option of NDS and GBA 
games, which are where some of my best memories 
playing games are. Back when Google didn't have 

all the answers and | needed to learn braille just to 
catch some rocks... if you know you know! 
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Pokémon - 
Eevee mug 


When it’s time for a 
cuppa, why not enjoy 
it with a Poké-pal? 


Pokémon - 
B Squirtle mug 


GAME CHANGERS! 4 YEAR IN GAMING 


Two quite different takes on the horror genre made serious waves in the gaming world, 
while Nintendo entered the toys-to-life fray and made a rather big splash... 


22ers + romania) VVhile licensed games The release of Super Smash Bros. for Wii U ; In August, a curious free demo arrived on 
AL I EN were anything but a new was a big one, as it was accompanied by the : the PlayStation Store for PS4. Entitled PT, 
1) eS=.0) A= Tt) Onn : 


phenomenon by 2014, 
really good ones were 
still the exception rather 
than the norm. SEGAs 


launch of Nintendo's take on toys-to-life, in 

the form of the supercollectible amiibo line. 

The first cabs off the rank featured familiar 

characters that featured in the fighting game 
first-person survival and were more than just superbly crafted 

’ A horror outing Alien E a figurines. In their bases, 

Isolation, a new story i (4) each amiibo housed a chip 


it had nothing to do with public transport, 

but everything to do with full-on, creepy 

psychological horror atmosphere. A 

collaboration between Hideo Kojima and noted 

moviemaker Guillermo del Toro, it was actually 
: intended as an interactive teaser for Konami's 
: then forthcoming Silent 
E1& SEGA set 15 years after events - that allowed wireless : Hills, a continuation 
of Ridley Scott's 1979 : communication between it i of the much-revered 
movie Alien, had a lot of expectation to live up ¢ P and the Wii U, then : franchise. When that 
to, and it didn't disappoint. Skilfully recreating ; p 3DS, and later the : was cancelled, PT. 
the tense atmosphere of the movie visually, Switch console. It : disappeared from 
sonically, and in mood, the game was a tense could store game : online, adding to the 
and often truly scary experience, and stands data, and various amiibo : mystique of what has 
up today as a high watermark in both licensed \ also offered bonuses in : since become a truly 
games and the survival horror genre. different games. : influential horror outing. 
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PlayStation 5 users have been itching to continue the story 
of The Last of Us natively, and this month sees the release 


of The Last of Us Part Il Remastered. It's bringing much 
more than just a simple visual upgrade, too. 


Amy Flower 

C= amongst the new additions ee 

that are set to add to our return se 

The Last of us Part || experience 
is anew mode called ‘No Return’. In a 
bold departure for the franchise, this 
brings us a single-player roguelike oe 
survival mode, initially playing as Ellie p 4, 
or Abby, with more options unlockable Poe 
as you progress, including Dina, Joel, Me 
Tommy, Jesse, Lev, Yara, Mel, and /, Ain : 
Manny. ; wv Nad 

This new mode is set to challenge 4/ \y 

players in various ways, as they find ‘ 


their own path towards random 
encounters with the game's now 
legendary adversaries. These all play out in 
familiar locations from the game, but with 

new and surprising twists to keep players on 
their toes. You're playing for keeps, too — die 

and you're well and truly dead. This means 

that you'll be sent back to square one, 

without your acquired weapons and 

upgrades, ready to take on a whole = 
new scenario. 

A successful run will involve 
several situations, between each 
of which you'll enter your in- 
game hideout in order to 
take stock and prepare 


enn 


for your next battle. 
Make it all the way a, 
and the fight won't ¢ a 


be over though, \ 

for you'll face any e > 
of six different boss 

battles — and these = 
won't necessarily play 

out as they did in the main 
campaign. 
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the surface of No 


In all, No Return will deliver four types of 
encounters: Assault’, which is you versus 
waves of enemies; ‘Capture’, where players 
must break into a safe guarded by enemies; 
‘Holdout’, which sees the player 
and an Al-controlled partner 
taking on swarming Infected; 
and, finally, ‘Hunted’, which 
iS a game of survival 
against the clock. 

That's just scratching 


SQ 


Return, with various mods, upgrades, optional 
challenges, resource management goals, 
unlockable items that can carry over 
between matches, and more mixing 
things up. Plus, the speedrun mode 
introduced in The Last of Us Part |on PS5 
also returns. 
Of course, the PS5 brings a lot of 
power to the table over the original PS4 
outing, and Naughty Dog have gone to great 
lengths to harness it for The Last of Us Part 
/l Remastered. This ranges from the basics 
like improved loading times thanks to the 
unit’s SSD, to haptic feedback and utilising the 
adaptive trigger functionality in various ways. 
Naturally, graphics have seen an upgrade to 
native 4K (in ‘Fidelity’ mode, 1440p upscaled 
to 4K in ‘Performance’ mode). There's also VRR 
support, enhanced draw distances and shadow 
rendering, dynamic lighting, bolstered texture 
resolution, and upped animation sampling rates, 
bringing more realism than ever to our screens. 
PlayStation have been making great strides 
in accessibility, with the original release of 
The Last of Us Part Ila top example. Rather 
than resting on laurels, this remastered 
outing sees the introduction of 
descriptive audio, as well as the very 
cool ‘speech to vibrations’, which 
uses the DualSense controller to 
represent each character’s speech 
and its rhythm. 

Elsewhere, The Last of Us Part 
|i Remastered is set to take us 
behind the scenes of Naughty 
Dog's franchise, with previously 
cut levels that are playable 
included - complete with developer 
commentary. We'll also be treated 
to commentary tracks for each 
of the main game's cutscenes 
from Neil Druckmann, narrative 
lead Halley Gross, and actors Troy 
Baker, Ashley Johnson, and Laura 
Bailey. © 
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featuring a brilliant gold-to-black metallic finish. 
Play on console, PC, and mobile. 
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The latest mainline entry in the captivating ongoing 
Yakuza/Like a Dragon saga hits this month. We were 
able to chat with /nfinite Wealth's chief producer at 
Ryu Gotoku Studio, Hiroyuki Sakamoto, to find out a 
little more of what's in store. 


Words Amy Flower 


ven with it being the ninth main outing 
E': the series, the team behind Like a 

Dragon: Infinite Wealth were brimming 
with ideas of how to continue the saga. 

“As a sequel to Yakuza: Like a Dragon, when 
we considered the story’s structure, the idea 
of Kazuma Kiryu and Ichiban Kasuga as double 
protagonists—the old and new faces of the 
series—was born,’ Sakamoto-san tells us. “| 
thought that the joint struggle between these 
two forces would make an impactful and 
unforgettable story.” 

The series being based in the real world has 
proven an asset. 

“One of the reasons we've been able to 
continue the franchise’s momentum is that 
we always depict realistic, contemporary 
environments, rather than fantasy or sci-fi 
designs. We approach this by asking how 
a ‘unique’ character would think and act in 
an environment that is influenced by values 
perceived by the masses and with changes 
going on in daily life, like an individual person 
would.” 

Like a Dragon: Infinite Wealth sees |chiban 
travel to Hawaii to look for his mother, where 
he encounters Kiryu, who's there for personal 
reasons. They're set to meet several interesting 
new people, including two who just may sound 
familiar, as Sakamoto-san tells us with a smile. 

“Please keep an eye out for two fierce faction 


Lo BN Te a ee 
Eas, ll ie hk ny ates 


leaders, Masataka Ebina and Dwight Méndez, 
who are portrayed in English by actors Daniel 
Dae Kim and Danny Trejo, respectively!” 

Being a Like a Dragon game, there's 
an expectation that the established 


° Lik 
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IT'S TIME TO 
CLEAN UP! 


Hawaii as a setting has really opened things 
up for the series’ scale. 

“By using Hawaii as the setting, we were 
able to create a map even bigger in scale than 
the Japan locations and had the opportunity 
to create an open environment with a resort 
atmosphere for the first time,’ says Sakamoto- 

san. “The story is not only limited to 
Hawaii, which enabled us to create a 


‘k @ Dragon. dynamic story that spans both Japan 

brand of humour will return, and Infin, Wealth and overseas. Such a design paved the 
'S Out on way for possibilities in future titles.” 
Jan 26 
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Sakamoto-san promises that Infinite Wealth will 
not disappoint. 


“Of course, in addition to our heartwarming 
drama, we have maintained the humour that 
the series is known for. For the first time, the 
story takes place overseas, so you may find 
that Ichiban Kasuga’'s struggles in an unfamiliar 
setting are truly entertaining. | also think that 
the means of unlocking jobs this time around 
is particularly amusing. Kasuga and his party 
can join tours of activities around Honolulu City 
such as surfing, trolley tours, fire dancing and 
more, which inspire Kasuga’s wild imagination 
for new combat roles.” 


ae 8 A 


The amusements that can be played 
on the side are always a big draw, and 
Infinite Wealth is upping the ante again. 
“In addition to karaoke, restaurants and 
nightlife, Honolulu City contains a wealth of 
unique activities,’ Sakamoto-san informs us, 
with glee. “We introduced Crazy Delivery, an 
‘extreme food delivery service’, and have also 
greatly expanded Sujimon since the game's 
predecessor. Now, you can capture and train 
your own Sujimon and battle other Sujimon 
trainers. The largest of the new side activities is 
Happy Resort Dondoko Island, a resort builder 
and simulator with limitless creative potential. 
There are many more activities to discover, so 
please explore every corner of Honolulu City to 
the fullest!” 

With so much to discover, Sakamoto-san is 
hoping that players will explore every avenue of 
Like a Dragon: Infinite Wealth. 

“| hope you enjoy the drama and story. 

It's a lengthy game, but I’m confident that 
completing the story will move your heart and 
inspire you.” 
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hi new year i 
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out 15 games that are expected to release this year that we reckon are 
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5 set orgs us new adventures in gaming, as well as the 


familiar face with all-new challenges for us. We've picked 


= shaping up to be well worth looking forward to. Words Amy Flower 
AVOWED DRAGON’S DOGMA II LITTLE NIGHTMARES III 
Release date: 2024 Release date: 22/3/24 Release date: 2024 
x X N@4 


Return to Eora, the fantasy universe of Pillars 

of Eternity, in this brand-new action RPG from 
Obsidian Entertainment. A representative of the 
land of Aedyr, you're despatched to investigate 
word of a plague that’s taking over the land. Use 
swords, guns, spells, and more against the many 
hazards that you'll face, all in your quest to save the 
Living Lands from evil forces, and an ancient secret 
that threatens to tear the world asunder. 


It's taken a dozen years, but finally a sequel to 
Capcom's Dragon Dogma is imminent. This single- 
player, third-person action RPG will offer players 
new levels of choice, from their look to their 
vocation, the make-up of their party, and more. A 
deep fantasy world awaits, as your Arisen is joined 
by helper pawns. You'll employ swords, bows, and 
magic as you explore an open world that's four 
times larger than that of the original game. 


More fright-tinged platforming and puzzle- 
infused adventure awaits, as the series returns 
with Supermassive Games — who gave us The 
Dark Pictures Anthology — taking control of 

the Bandai Namco franchise. Two new young 
protagonists join the fray, Low and Alone, who 
must work cooperatively in order to escape 
from the many horrors of the Nowhere. You can 
still play solo (with an Al companion), or face 
the many challenges with a friend. 


LUIGI'S MANSION 2 HD 
Release date: 2024 


All the wonders of the 2013 Nintendo 3DS 
action adventure starring Mario's little bro Luigi 
return, better than ever in this high-definition 
Switch update. Armed with his trusty Poltergust 
5000, a spectre hunting he will go, retrieving 
the missing shards of the Dark Moon - which 
usually protects the valley from all those 

scary, ghoulish shenanigans - that are strewn 
across several puzzle (and ghost) filled haunted 
mansions. Be brave, Luigi! 
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MICROSOFT FLIGHT 
SIMULATOR 2024 
Release date: 2024 

EN. 
In 2020, the latest iteration of Microsoft Flight 
Simulator stunned home-based aviators with its 
realism and range. The experience is set to be 
enhanced even further this year, with this new 
incarnation delivering career mode missions 
including aerial firefighting, air search and 
rescue, aur ambulance, crop dusting, mountain 
rescue, skydiving, and more. New aircraft 

will also feature, including the massive Airbus 
Beluga, gliders, hot air balloons, and beyond. 


PAPER MARIO: THE 
THOUSAND-YEAR DOOR 
Release date: 2024 


t's time for the first Paper Mario remake for 
Switch, as the GameCube classic gets the 
update treatment. While searching for mystic 
treasure, poor Peach gets kidnapped once 
again, this time by aliens known as X-Nauts. 

So, it’s time for Mario to do his rescuing thing - 
while also finding the treasure, naturally! Expect 
beautifully updated graphics, and quality of life 
improvements, while the spirit of the original 
game will remain intact. 
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PRINCESS PEACH: SHOWTIME! 
Release date: 22/3/24 


It's been nearly 20 years since Super Princess 
Peach on the Nintendo DS, but the pink-loving 
royal is finally back as the cover star in a whole 
new adventure. A simple outing to the Sparkle 
Theatre goes awry when evil sorceress Grape 
and her minions the Sour Bunch literally steal 
the show. Pairing with the theatre's guardian 
Stella, Peach must transform her way to save 
the day. She'll swordfight, she'll go detective, 
she'll turn kung fu master, and more! 


SILENT HILL 2 
Release date: 2024 


Jers 


The first major "new" instalment in the Silent Hill 
saga heads our way, in this update of the 2012 
epic Silent Hill 2, which is widely regarded as 
the highlight of the series. A single player, third- 
person survival horror experience, protagonist 
James receives a letter from his deceased 

wife, and heads to where they shared many 
memories, hoping to see her one more time. 
Here he encounters a woman who is strangely 
similar to her... 


TEST DRIVE UNLIMITED: 
SOLAR CROWN 

Release date: 2024 

XG) 
Debuting more than three decades ago, the Test 
Drive series has brought us several car world 
twists and turns in its time. This latest iteration 
is set to let us loose on a massive 1:1 scale - 
78.59 km - Hong Kong Island. All about prestige 
and a love of cars, enter the Solar Crown 
competition and live a unique lifestyle full of 
stunning vehicles and challenges galore. Or just 
explore as you wish — but if you want those 
shiny luxury cars, you'll need to work hard. 


A LOOK INTO THE 
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RISE OF THE RONIN 
Release date: 22/3/24 


ars 


Dead or Alive, Ninja Gaiden, Nioh... now the 
Team Ninja masters bring us a new IP that's 

set to feature all the action you'd expect from 

a developer with their pedigree. Set in the 

dark late 19th century Edo period, create your 
custom Ronin, and take part in the Boshin war, 
using a vast array of weaponry of the time to 
fight your way through. This action RPG will also 
offer many story branch choices, as you align 
with or fight those that you encounter. 


SOUTH PARK: SNOW DAY! 
Release date: 2024 

Ze X/a) 
It'll be time to head on down to South Park 

once again, with the arrival of a whole new 3D 
adventure set in the snowed-in mountain town. 
The New Kid returns from The Stick of Truth and 
The Fractured but Whole, joining up with Stan, 
Kyle, Cartman, and Kenny in a celebration of that 
most magical of days — the school-free snow 
day! Up to four will play at once, in combat 
against warring factions, equipped with unique 
weapons and devastating special abilities. 


UNICORN OVERLORD 
Release date: 8/3/24 

N/a) 
The latest from strategy specialists Vanillaware 
comes to us via Atlus and is set to deliver what 
they're claiming to be “the rebirth of tactical 
fantasy RPG’ Combining the tactical RPG genre 
with overworld exploration and an innovative 
new battle system, we'll be plunged into a 
vibrant world in which to assemble our army 
units from over 60 unique characters, ranging 
from human to elves to massive beasts and 
heavenly angels, then send them into battle. 
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SENUA’S SAGA: HELLBLADE IIT 
Release date: 2024 

EX 

The star of Hellblade: Senua’s Sacrifice returns 

in Ninja Theory’s long awaited new action 
adventure. We're set to plunge deep into the 
continuation of Senua’s tale, which promises 
cinematic immersion with advanced graphics and 
sound. The story is set in Viking Iceland, bringing 
all the myth and torment that the setting entails. 
Senua is hellbent on rescuing victims of tyranny 
and must face a battle to overcome darkness — 
both within her and without. 


STAR WARS OUTLAWS 
Release date: 2024 

N 
Get ready for a return to the massive Star Wars 
universe, with this new action adventure set 

in the time between The Empire Strikes Back 
and Return of the Jedi. Developed by Ubisoft's 
Massive Entertainment, the single player, 
third-person outing will place us in a sprawling 
open world in which, as outlaw Kay Vess — 
accompanied by faithful merqaal companion Nix 
— players will attempt a massive heist the likes 
of which the Outer Rim has never seen. 


WOLVERINE 
Release date: 2024 


ars 


If you've loved Insomniac’s Spider-Man 
games, then you'll be digging the news that 
their take on Marvel’s mighty Wolverine is 
on its way to us. We'll be stepping into the 
shoes of Logan in this action adventure, for 
which facts are currently thin on the ground, 
although an initial teaser — and its pedigree 
- have been enough to have this high up on 
our must-have lists. Will it be set in the same 
universe as the Spidey games? Stay tuned, 
folks, this one’s going to be hot! 
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GAMES OUT THIS MONTH 
JANUARY 


PRINCE OF PERSIA: THE LOST CROWN 


Rather than doing the 3D thing like more recent Prince 

of Persia outings, Ubisoft have gone the 2D route that 

kicked the classic series off all those years ago. Set to 

be a Metroidvania-styled adventure, complete with the 

» puzzle elements that the series is revered fot, the player 
akes on the role of Sargon, a } 

member of a group called The 

Immortals who's tasked with 

saving the titular Prince. Yes, 

he royal one gets a break 

rom all of the running and 

jumping this time! Es 


[acon aoveoRe] aT 
ANOTHER CODE: RECOLLECTION 


It's time to get your sleuth on, as two classic mystery 
adventures make their return. Nintendo DS game Another 
Code: Two Memories gets a Switch update, as does the 
Wii-based sequel Another Code: R - Journey into Lost 
Memories. The star of the show is 13- ce old oat Ashley, 
who searches for her father ric 

nd, in the sequel, seeks to 
nearth the truth about her 
mother. Both games are fully 
nhanced visually, with new 
voice acting, puzzles, music, 
and more. 


THE LAST OF US PART I] REMASTERED THE WALKING DEAD: DESTINIES 


aughty Dog's PS4 classic receives a now-gen lick of PS5 WALKING DEAD The story continues, as you step into the boots of Rick 
aint with such features as graphics that are improved DESTINIES Grimes for this new The Walking Dead adventure. Waking 
various ways from resolution through to shadow detail alone in a hospital, you're surrounded by the dead. You 

nd animation sampling rate, unlocked framerate for VRR- must team up with allies and battle your way through the 
} upporting screens, faster loading times, and added haptic walker apocalypse across many locations from the TV 
CSF) feedback and adaptive trigger series, including Atlanta, 


LIKE A DRAGON: INFINITE WEALTH 


The latest mainline entry in the epic Yakuza/Like a 
Dragon story is here, and it’s set to up the ante of the 
series’ epic emotional drama even more. The story 
sees two larger-than-life heroes - Ichiban Kasuga and 
Kazuma Kiryu — brought ae in a world of fast- 
paced RPG battles where a 

the battlefield becomes your 

weapon, and anything goes. os A) 
We'll also be venturing 

beyond Japan for the first 

time, with Hawaii joining 


the Pacific-spanning drama. ia > am —. 


Ce) nays) ema 
TEKKEN 8 


The tragic saga of the Mishima bloodline continues in 
Tekken 8, the latest entry into the smash brawler series. 
After defeating his father, Heihachi Mishima, Kazuya 
continues his conquest for global domination, as we're 
treated to 32 redesigned, unique fighters and the all-new 
‘) ‘Heat’ aggression system. 
Whether you're a single 
player, or you enjoy a bit 
of biffo with your mates, 
you'll be covered, with an 
ue oe _,)| assortment of modes to suit 
ont all comers. 


o 


A n oth er Code 


= 


oO 


Om =o 


integration. But there's fresh ; af [ the Greene family farm, the tee 
stuff, too. This includes a Se —— prison, and Woodbury. The 7 
new The Last of Us-flavoured so ability to change the story at (L. 
roguelike survival mode, free and survive the apocalypse 

play guitar, and a bevy of is now in your hands. 


behind-the-scenes content. 


ACTION ADVENTURE | [MULTIPLAYER | | 


BEER Koa) Tmals) 


Are you up to answering all eight of this 
month’s game related posers? 


1. Which French company developed and released the original Alone in the Dark in 1992? 
} 2. For which home computer did Prince of Persia first release in 1989? 
B 3. Under what title was Another Code: Two Memories released in the US? 
” 4. Which classic BBC nature documentary series inspired ‘The Infected’ in The Last of Us? 
5. Which Reservoir Dogs star voiced boss Futoshi Shimano in the English version of 2005's Yakuza? 
6. What does the Japanese “Tekken” translate to in English? 
7. |n 2000, a smaller model of the first PlayStation arrived. What was it called? 
Yakuza 8. What was 1993's Graham Gooch’s World Class Cricket released as in Australia? 


Answers: 1. Infogrames 2. Apple Il 3. Trace Memory 4. Planet Earth 
5. Michael Madsen 6. “Iron fist" 7. PS One 8. Allan Border’s Cricket 
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Available at 


STAR. WARS 
REPUBLIC 
COMMANDO 


i Strong fantasy violence, F M at 
15+ online interactivity, bie’ 2 
in-game purchases and € " 
s } 
. RESET chance-based purchases H E XW O XK MER 


Internet required. 


Lords of the Fallen STAR WARS 
Heritage Pack 


Very mild themes 
and violence, online 
interactivity and 
in-game purchases 


Bluey: Sonic Superstars 
The Videogame 
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SUPER MARIO RPG 


ONE DOOR 
CLOSES... 


Super Mario RPG: Legend 
of the Seven Stars — to 
give its full, original 

title — was the final 
Mario game to release 
on the Super Nintendo 
console, but proved to be 
very influential, directly 
inspiring both the future 
Paper Mario and Mario & 
Luigi game series. 


ZOMBIES ATE MY 
SQUADDIES! 


If a bit of undead 
action is your go then 
ear not, as we get 

0 face off against 
more zombies than 
ever before, with 

ew weapons, classic 
power-ups, and several 
surprises, in Call of 
Duty's largest zombie 
nap to date. 
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Originally developed by legendary games 
company Square, you can see the bones of 
what Final Fantasy VI was, and what Final 
Fantasy VII would become, in Super Mario RPG, 
but lovingly infused with all your favourite 
Super Mario characters, and some 
incredibly, uniquely weird enemies. 


Super Mario RPG hasn't 
changed its style or story from 
the original release, and it really 
didn't have to in order to still be 
a bunch of fun. This remake is in 
all aspects a big improvement on 
the Super Nintendo version, looking 
and feeling like a modern Mario game 
with all the care and thoughtfulness of 
the original. 

While it's labelled as an RPG, that's 
a slight misnomer, with the actual RPG 
elements being well on the lite side. The 
gameplay is incredibly easy to pick up. 
Combat cycles are fun and use a bunch 
of standard Mario animations throughout. 
It looks, feels, and plays exactly how you 


Combat and gunplay in Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare Ill are both as slick as an otter in a 
tub of baby oil. Which is everything you could 
ask from the market leader in FPS multiplayer, 
and it just continues to land in the most 
satisfying way. 

MW 3 inches the bar higher by making 


some important quality-of-life 
upgrades. 

The single-player campaign 
missions finally take players 
off the rails. The cinematic 
gameplay is still here, including a 
prison break and a multistorey tower 
assault, which are satisfying in their own 
right but ultimately unique in that you 
won't see these mission types anywhere 
else in the game. 

In their place are open combat 
missions, which allow you to pick your 
pathway to objectives with no wrong 
answers. They play using the Warzone 
mechanics for gear pickups, which lets 
you try out a multitude of weapon choices 


visit jbhifi.com.au/stack 
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imagine a Mario x Final Fantasy game should. 

The turn-based combat has a little bit of added 
spice, allowing you to boost attacks or negate those 
of enemies by timing button presses. It makes the 
brief and frequent battles a lot more interesting than 

they might ordinarily be. 

You can perform basic attacks, use limited items to restore 
health or revive fallen party members, or use special power 
moves, which are limited to prevent spamming. 

Super Mario RPG is a fun way to lose a few hours and not even 
know how. Its simple combat system and lite RPG mechanics 
make it a game that young’uns and oldies alike can enjoy. It's 
meant to be accessible and enjoyable in the way that every Super 
Mario game has been in the past, and it passes that quality 
control check with flying colours. DN 


, to work out what suits your individual playstyle. The Call 

| of Duty campaigns have always been carefully disguised 
tutorials for the main game, and the training missions do 
their job with laserguided precision. 

Once you kick into the main multiplayer missions, you 
find another excellent experience. There are many game 
modes to choose from, each providing a different angle from 

the map selection. It all looks pristine, runs smoothly, and hits as 
hard as a hurricane. 

New game mechanics allow you to play at the optimal level. Weapon 
upgrades and universal attachments are fun to use and respond exactly 
the way you want them to, except, of course, when you're on the 
receiving end. 

Ultimately, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II! delivers on its various 
promises. It's a free-to-air Saturday afternoon action movie on steroids, 
multiplayer is quick and addictively easy, and the variety of gameplay 
modes hit the exact right tones. DN 
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ROSS GOWING 


Senior creative director 
on EA Sports WRC at 
Codemasters 


a tha q tyou 

re It was cae 
Barber or Frogger on the Commodore VIC- 
Seana 20 which my dad had when | was a kid, 
libuid and and then the first one | played that | owned 
myself was Alex Kidd in Miracle 

World on the Master System II. 


2 What was the last yam 
it you ? | played 
oI all of a again 
for the umpteenth time 
recently. There's so much 
to love about that game and 
| don’t think I'll ever get 
tired of it! Rez 


me ” The “e DIRT ally 
series is one | loved both working on and 
playing, so that’s right up there. My guilty 
pleasure for the last 25 years has been the 
Championship Manager/Football Manager 
for the ent in the series, though. It consumed a lot of my 

| Fani hree-part re i e teenage years and early twenties to the 

whict inues the reime point of obsession, so | now try to just play 
} dul = big ape he sgendary PlayStation ga rigina it for a couple of hours here and there to 
1 all of the Mini-Mario toys and strew! creators. T \known Journe ontin relax. 


eee ae | don’t know if it’s necessarily underrated, 
but Overcooked is a game I’m always 
finding people haven't played and | can 
recommend it to them, for fun family co-op 
or with a couple of friends it’s great fun! 


mm XX 
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Ooh, tough question! 
I've been really lucky to have worked on 
some great games, so have never really 


In Japan, Nintendo unleashed the debut entry in what felt like I've missed out on anything. 


would go on to become one of their most successful 


franchises, Super Smash Bros. The Nintendo 


64 release saw characters from various 
games fighting over assorted landscapes to 
be the last one standing. 


Maybe if I'd been born ten years earlier, 

| could have worked on GoldenEye 007 
on the N64 and removed Oddjob from the 
playable characters to stop everyone from 
using him to cheat! 
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